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Mankind, ſo juſtly deſerves all our Thoughts and Medi- 


and full Belief of this A's Myſtery? of Divine Loe here 
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| Doftor Tax PP's four Sermons, 6. A 


IGHT Tfollow the Bene of oy oon Mind, 
I ſhould be wholly employ d in forth: | 
,V AL the infinite Love of God to Mankind in 
Chrift Jeſus, and endeavouring to draw all Men to che 
Belief and Acknowledgment'of it. This one great 
Mercy of God, which makes the ane Happineſs: of all 


tations, ſo highlyenli and improves every Mind 
that is attentive to it, ſo removes all the Evils of this pre- 

ſent: World, fo ſweetens every ſtate of Life, ſo inflames: 
the Heart with the Love of every divine and human 
Virtue, that he is no ſmall Loſer, whoſe Mind is, either 
by Writing or Reading, detained from the View and 
Contemp ation of it. a 
| hen the Myſtery of Diviae Love was firſt mani- 
feſted to the World, it produc d its proper Effects. It 
* an End to all Seibt and Di vi e, for all that 

lieved were of one heart and one Spirit, and had all 

things common. And indeed, under the real Influence, 


. 
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(4) Ns 
ems to be no Room. left ſor any thing elſe amongſt 
— but Returns of Love w God. and Flowmg 
out of Love towards one another. „„ 
| 15 It is ſo difficult to enter into Controverſy without 
ng, or at leaſt Seeming in ſome Degree unkind to the 


Perſon one oppoſes, that it is with 8 1 
kaye enter d upon my preſent undertaking ; having no- 
thing more deeply riveted in my Heart, than an univer- 
ſal Love and Kindneſs for all Men, and more eſpecially 
for thoſe whom God has: called: to be my Fellow-La- 
dourers, in promoting the Salvation of Mankind. But 
however unwilling, yet-I find myſelf obliged to confid 
and lay open many grieyous Faults in the Doctor's Dii- 
courſe ; and to ſnew to all Chriftians, that the deare 
Intereſts of their Souls are much enda me it. 

4. And this I muſt do with great Plainneſs and Since- 
rity, in the Love of Truth, and under the Direction of 

Cbarity, ſay ing nothing in the Spirit of. an Aaucrſary. 
Sparing nothing through Reſpect of Per/ons, ſacrificing 
nothing to the ? afte or Temper of the World, but ſetting 
forth.every Thing in that naked Light, in which the 
Spirit of God repreſents it to my own Ming. 
5. The Doctor undertakes to ſtir up, and | Man- 

kind with the Sin, [Folly and Danger of being righteous 
ever much. The Text from which he has the Title of his 
Diſcourſes is very unhappily choſen, and muſt be looked. 
upon rather as a ſevere Reproach, than any kind of. juſ- 
tification of it. The Text is indeed in the Writings of 
Solomon, and as it ſtands there, has no hurt in it; becauſe; 
as the Royal Preacher ſometimes introduces Fools, and 
ſometimes Inſdelt making their ſo there is a: 
Neceſſity of ſuppoſing that to be the Caſe in the Doc- 
tor's Text; not only from the Context which plainly: 
ſhews there are two Perſons introduced, the ene „or, 
the other agarn/? Righteouſneſs; but becauſe the Words, 
otherwiſe, ' cannot be taken in a Senſe that is to- 
lerable, or confiftent with the common Notions of 

TY - Is jt not therefore ſtrange, that the Doctor ſhould, 
chuſe, ſhould think it right and juſt, to limit, explain, 
and model both the Letter and Spirit of the Goſpel b 
ſuch a faying in the Writings of Solomon as mult be - 
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(5s) 
cribed to the Spirit and Mouth of an Infidel ? Is it not 
ſtranger, that ſuch a Text, ſo offenſive to Piety, ſhould 
have not only been ſo long dwelt upon in the Doctor's 
three Churches, but ſent abroad into the World, as a 
ou Key to all the practical Sayings, Parables, and 
octrines of Jeſus Chriſt? | „ 
7. Supported by this Text, the Doctor endeavours 
to deter and fright Chriſtians from the Six, Folly and 
Danger of being righteous over much, and from what he 
calls the baneful Plague of Enthuſiaſm. But then it is 
Matter of juſt Complaint, that he does all this, without 
ever ſhewing in any part of his Diſcourſe, wherein true 
Righteouſneſs, or the right and ſober 1 of Piety con- 
ſiſts. And if he ſuppoſed all his Readers to be already 
well acquainted with the Nature, and Extent of Chriſtian 
Holineſs, there would then have been little Occaſion, for 
his preſent Undertaking. | 5 
8. But the Doctor overlooks this important Matter. 
He neither ſuppoſes them to have this Knowledge, nor 
endeavours to help them to it; but in a Flow of Zeal, 
reflects at large upon all Attempts towards a Piety, that 
is not modern, common, and according to the preſent 
Faſhion of Religion in the World. Thus, you every 
where find ſevere Reflections caſt upon Pretenders to 
Piety, pretended Spiritualiſts; great Accuſations of Ex- 
ceſſes, Eætraordinaries and By paths; but no where a 
Word or a Hint, in favour of thoſe, who would only be 
ſo extraordinary, and ſo much out of the common Paths, 
as the bleſſed Saints, and Martyrs of the Primitive Church 
were. No where are ſuch People told, that he wiſhes them 
Cod ſpeed, that their Zeal is much wanted both amongſt 
Clergy and Laity, and that the Goſpel ſuffers becauſe we 
know not where to find living Examples of its Purity 
and Perfection. No where are they told, that he writes 
not againſt them, that he /oves their Spirit, and ſhould - 
be glad to add new fervours to it: Nor what Chriſtian 
Perfection is, what a Holineſs of Body, Soul and Spirit 
it requires; how powerfully all are called to it, how 
earneſtly all ought to aſpire after it, and how ſadly miſ- 
taken, what Enemies to themſelves they are, who for 
the ſake of any, or all the Things in the World, die leſs 
Purified and perſect, than they might have been, 
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9, If we had to do with one fingle Perſon fincerely 
Pasa op ſeeming to carry Matters too high in ſome 
Part of his Duty, and intended priwvately to diſſuade him 
from ſuchHeights ; yet even this, thus privately done and 
to a Perſon o . would be exceeding dangerous, and 
2njuſtifiable ; unleſs we took the utmoſt care at the ſame 
Time, to keep up the pious Zeal of his Mind, to ſhew 
him, wherein the true Point of Perfection conſiſted, and 
to encourage his utmoſt Endeavours after it 

But if this Caution, Inſtruction and Encouragement, 
cannot be omitted without great Hurt to Religion, when 
we ſpeak only to a Perſon of Piety, and in private, about 
any religious Extremes, what muſt be ſaid of the Doc- 
tor's Conduct? Who to the World dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sin, preaches up the Sin, Folly and Danger of being righ- 
teous over much? To the World Eating and Drinking 
and rifing up to Play, he harangues upon the Madneſs, 
Danger and Folly of too much Temperance, Abſti- 
nence, Mortification and Severity of Life! To the 
World afteep, infen/ible, and careleſs, not only of the Pu- 
rity and Perfection, but of the firſt Principles of the 
Goſpel, he bo/dly and raſtly reproaches all Appearances 
of Holineſs, that are ancommon and extraordinary! To 
76 Part of the World does he repreſent or propoſe the 
Perfection of the Goſpel, or recommend it as that, 
which deſerves all that they can do, or ſuffer for the Sake 

of it. : | | 

This, therefore, TI am obliged to point out, as a 
fundamental Def: in the Dofor's Diſcourſe, and ſuch 
as renders it an evil Temptation, a dangerous Srare, and 
fatal Deluſion to all thoſe who do not read it with a full, 
and thorough Diſlike. | 

10. Coldneſs, Indifference, and a lifeleſs, outward 
Compliance with the Duties of Religion : A ſlavery to 
Eaſe, Softneſs, and ſenſual Pleaſures : A criminal Con- 
formity to the Spirit, Faſhions, and Corruptions of the 
World; unmortified Paſſions; conniving at favourite 
Sin; deep Roots of Pride, Partiality, and Self- Love: 
an unawakened Conſcience ; an Inſenſibility of their 
corrupt unreformed, unregenerate State: A proneneſs to 
be content and ſatisfied with poor Beginnings, Names 
and Appearances of Virtue ; Is perhaps the State of _ 
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than two 2hirds of thoſe, that are looked upon to he the- 


_ Goſpel. 
1 There is ſcarce a Reader amongſt this Number of 


1 to take fre/> Comfort in his State, to think him- 
ſel 


provements in Piety ; he will not only be content with 


prove of the Deadneſs and [n/en/ibility of his own 


Parts of this Kingdom, both amongſt Clergy and Laity, 
Men and Women, Rich and Poor, whoſe Conſciences 


upon Paths where there are few or no Foot-ſteps to be 


(93 


Religious among us. wh 
Now the Doctor's Diſcourſe has a direct and natural 
Fitneſs to lull all theſe People aſleep, to ſuppreſs all 
Stirring and Intentions of Amendment, to keep up 
and nouriſh every Diſorder of their Hearts, to increaſe 
their Blindneſs, and awaken nothing in them, but a 
hurtful Zeal to cenſure and condemn all thoſe that are 
endeavouring to practiſe the uncommon Piety of the 


People, whether he be Layman or Clergyman, but will 
find this Effect from the Doctor's Inſtructions ; he will 


happy for having had no aſþirings after high Im- 


his Corruptions, but be fixed and hardened againſt all 
inward and outward Calls to a ſolid Piety ; he will ap- 


eart, and acquieſce in it. as his true and juſt Security, 
from the Sin and Folly and Danger of being righteous 
over much. | 

11. Again, others there are, I make no doubt in all 


are greatly awakened, who ſee the general Apoftacy from 
the Religion of the Goſpel, whoſe Souls are wanting, 
and wiſhing nothing ſo much, as to know how, all 
that they are, all that they hawe, and all that they yo, 
may be one continual Sacrifice, and Service of Love 
unto God; to know how, and in what Manner, and 
to what extent, and by what Means, they may and 
ought to be perfect, even as their Father which is in hea- 
ven is Perfect. | 

Now, who can help looking with Lowe, Pity, and 
Compaſſion upon thoſe poor Souls, longing for that which 
has been ſo long %; aſking after that, which ſcarce any 
one will tell them any thing of, and wanting to enter 


ſeen, nor any Travellers in Motion ? 
Had theſe awakened Souls lived in the firft Ages of 
the Church, nay, I may ſay in almoſt any till theſe very 
1 lat 
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laſt Ages of it, their Zeal had not been in vain; They 
could have been at no loſs to know haw they were to 
roceed in their heavenly Purpoſe ; becauſe they would 

ve been immediately directed to ſome living Examples 
of the perfect Spirit of the Goſpel, who were publickly 
known and acknowledged by all to be ſuch, and who 
had the ſame undiſputed Right, to point out the Chriſtian 

Profeſſion, as John the Baptiſt had to preach up Morti- 

fication and Self denial. Every Age, and every Sex, 

Prieſts and People of all Conditions, had their known 

Standards to reſort to, where every one was ſure to be 

ided, aſſiſted and encouraged, to live up to that 
Fleight of Holineſs and Perfection. OA 

12. But now how does the Doctor deal with this Sort 
of People? What Lowe, Aſiſtance and Encouragement 
does he reach out to them? Why, truly, he conſiders 
them as a deluded, weak, or hypocritical, or half-thinkin 
People, that diſturb the Chriſtian Church with their 
Projects; who are to be ſet right by returning to the In- 
ſtructions of common Senſe. He ridicules every Step 
they muſt take in their intended Progreſs, by adding 
Abſurdities of his own Invention to it. There is no- 
thing for ſach People throughout his whole Diſcourſe, 
but Reproaches, and Diſcouragement. 5 

Are they defirous of all that Self-denial, all ſuch Mar- 
tification of bodily Appetites and ſenſual Paſſions, as 
may beft fit them to be Temples of the Holy Spirit ? He 
ridicules them as holding the Sinfulneſs of Smelling a 
Roſe. 

Do they begin to diſcover the deep Corruption of their 
Nature, the Superficialneſs and Weafneſs of their Virtues, 
and to fear they have as yet ſcarce come up to the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees ? He tells them, the 

great Enemy of Souls adapts his Temptations to all ſorts A 

Tempers and Diſpofitions. Thoſe who are diſpoſed to be 
good and wirtuous, if he cannot prevail with them to be 
vicious, commonly ſo call d, he labours to make them over 
virtuous, that is vicious, tho' not commonly ſo call'd ; and 
fo involves them in Dangers and Miſchicfs. 

Are they ſuch as are deſirous of reforming their own 
Lives, by eb all their Actions to the Standard of 

the Coſpel, and wholly intent upon their own Advance- 

ment in merely fraical Picty ? | To 
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To theſe he ſhews, that they are in the wery Paths 
that lead, and always did lead o Fanatick Madneſs, 
* fiys he, ® To what a Height of Fanatici Mad. 

5 I Doctrines, as wel! as Practice are ſome advanced, 

3 out at firſt with an A pearance of mote than 

Sanctity in Practice 25 5 ? And again, * do 


5 tis in all Ae; Enthuſiaſts | been r7 eee over 


much ; they began w ith the laſt mention d and ended 
with the other; And is it not ſo mw”? 
Further, are there others, who begin to feel the 
200155 of their Redemption diſcover d in their own Souls, 
Fa; that they hunger and thirſt a ter the Manifeftation of 


the Divine Life in them, defiring that Chrift, may be 


whollz y ferm and reveald in them, that they may put 
on Ch. in him mew Creatures, led by his Spirit, 
Ca in him as Branches in the Vine, hearing the 

of God written and ſpoken in their Hearts, in k 
Light ſeeing Light. and zaf/ing in the inward Man ? 
Powers of the World to come? 

For fuch as theſe, the Doctor has this Inftrution: . 
That there is, ſays he, ſuch a Thing as the Operation 
and Influence of the Holy Spirit a our Souls, tho 
we cannot diftingviſh it from the Opetationsof | our -n 
Minds, is not only granted, But infſſtodtupon by all fin- 

cere and. ſober C iſtians. But what Reaſon, what 
Grp, is chere for this inward Seeing, Hear; 1g. Peet: 


Ian — to the Doctor's Divinity both 
Reafon and ripture require, that the true Chriſtian be 
inwardly blind, inwardly deaf, and void of all 'inward 
Feeling. For if neither Scripture nor Reaſon will allow 
of any inward Senſes, then they muſt both of them re- 
quire an ward n ut as Scripture from Ge- 
nefis to the Revelation, is full of Proofs of theſe inward 
Senſes, I ſhall not now produce them; I ſhall here only 
obſerve” that Hardneſs of Heart is a well known Phraſe 
of Scripture, and every where fignifes ſome Degree of 
Blinineſs, Deafneſs, and Loſs of Feeling I ſuppoſe it 
will not be ſaid that it ſignifies Blindneſs, or Loſs of out- 
ward Eyes and Ears, or Feeling: Neither does it 685 ; 
nify a Want of human Reaſon, or natural Sagacity ; for 
learned, polite, and 7 ingenious Men are full as "fab ect, =—_ 
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others to this Hardneſs of Heart. Therefore the Scrip- 
ture is as open, as plain and expreſs in declaring for in- 
ward Senſes, as it is in declaring againſt ſuch a Thing, 
as Hardneſs of Heart. Hardneſs of Heart is that to the 
znward Senſes, which a deep, or as we call it, dead 
Keep, is to the outward. It keeps our inward Eyes, 
and Ears, and Feeling all lock'd up. __. 
* 5 A broken and a contrite Heart unlocks all our in- 
ward Senſes, and makes us ſee, and hear and feel. the 
Things, which could no more be ſeen, heard or felt 
before, than a Man in a deep Sleep can hear, and ſee, 
and feel the Things, that are ſaid and done about him. 
Water frozen into a Rock of Tee, is very different 
from the ſame Mater melted, warm' d, and moving un- 
der the Influences of the dun and the Air, | ; ._ 
Now if this Water was: a ſenſible Being, we might 
well ſuppoſe that when it was a %, yielding. tranſparent, 
| flowing Subſtance, full of Light and Air, it had certain 
Senſes in that State; which Senſes, were /of?, and locked 
up, as ſoon as it became a hard, dark immoyeable Rock 
of Ice, made ſo by colaneſi, or for want of the Motion 
of Light and Air in it, and that the Ice muſt be fr, 
melted, before theſe Senſes could be found again. 
Now this Difference between Water flowing, full of 
Light and Air and the ſame Water frozen into a dark, 
hard Rock of Ice, is but a ſmall Reſemblance of the Dif- 
ference between a hardued Heart, and the ſame Heart be- 
come broken. „ v1 
15. But I return to the Doctor. His further Inſtruc- 
tion to this Sort of People ſtands thus. They are told 
by him, that © their high Notions of Spiritual Improve- 
ments have this Effect: On the one Hand, they lead to 
Preſumption, on the other to Deſperation”. | He has been 
told, he ſays, that ſome have been actually thrown into 
Deſpair. They have been made flark mad and received 
into Bedlam as ſuch. And then he cries out, Was the Re- 
ligion of Jeſus . eee to make People mad ? Is this 
for the Honour of ftianity®, | HO ee 
I ſhall not here queſtion the Doctor's Information. 1 
ſhall only Obſerve, that when our Saviour was upon 
Earth, « a were two Sorts of mad People about him. 
The one ſort ran about in diſorder, tore their — 
an 
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chucify him, crucif 


* . 
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AD, 

and cut their own Fleſh ; the other Sort rav'd in Malice, 
rew Duſt into the Air, ſtopt their Ears, and cry'\ out, 

bim 7 Cer fe. 
It may be all d, which of theſe two ſorts of People 
were in the moſt diſorder d and diſtemper d State? Whoſe 
Madneſs was the moſt Hocling, that of the Lunaticks, or 
that of the High Priefts, Scribes and Phariſees ? Thoſe 
who only mangled their own Bodies, or thoſe that h 
ed after the Blood of Chriſt, and would have no Reſt 
till they ſaw his Body nail'd to the Croſs? Lo me the 
Lunaticks, ſeem to be in a %% degree of Diſorder ; and 
the reaſon is this, becauſe I ſee that our Saviour could 
heal them, but not the Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees. 
Now is it reaſonable on account of the Madneſs of 
theſe Prieſts, Scribes and Doctors of the Law, to ſay, 
Is this for the Honour of the Jew Law ? Were 
the Law and the Prophets intended to make People mad? 
If the Doctor knows how to excuſe the Law and the 
Prophets, tho theſe great Students of them were in ſuch | 


a deſperate State of Madneſi, then Chriſtianity may be 


blameleſs ; though here and there a Chriſtian (ſo called) 
may be fit for Bedlam. ed oh : 
16. Again, are there others, who deſire to bring the 
whole Form of their Lives under Rules of Religion, to 
let the Spirit of the Goſpel give Laws to the moſt ordi- 
nary, indifferent, innocent and lawful Things and En- 


| joyments ; ſo that, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, whether they 


eat or drink, or whatever they do, they may do all to the 
rr ²˙ A oo c 
Theſe People are told by the Doctor, that avholly ab- 
Raining from Things indifferent and innocent in themſelves, 
as forbidden and unlawful, is a fignal Inflance of being 
-righteous over much; and ſo on the ether hand, is making 
Things indifferent to be neceſſary, and Matters of Duty. 
What is here ſaid has ſome Truth in it, and might be 
uſeful in its proper Place, and under right Limitations. 
But as it here ſtands, it is a grievous Snare and Deceit 
to the Reader. Fo it is to ſignify to him, that a 
abſtaining from Things in themſelves indifferent, can- 
not be made a Matter of true religious Advance-. 
ment; but is a blameable Inſtance of Exceſs. 1 | 
: ts os 3 = 


N „ 
| thie Doctor had meant only to teach, that we ſhould, 
not abſlain from things indifferent, as if they were in 
them/ehoes unlawful, be ſhould have told his Readers 
that he meant no more. He ſhould have told them. 
that, ſuch Things might be abſtained from july, upon 

a better Principle, and ſo become very expedien and 
edifying ; pou that he did not condemn. the abilaining 7 
from ſuch Things, when it was done upon a Motive of. 
Piety, or for the letter fulfilling any Duty; but oy 
when it was done from a ſuperſtitious Notion, of the 
Things being in themſelves Sin. . 


Had he done this, he had prevented the: Snare and. 


Deceit that is now in his Aſſertion; but then he would 
at the ſame time have made it uſeleſs, and infignificant., 
to the Deſign of his Diſcourſe, and would have left a 
Door open for ſuch Advances in Piety, as he is now., 
—_— kc. c..c.cc et ett a 
17. It might ably be ſhews, if this was the Place for 
it, that no one can truly fulfil the two firſt and greateſt . 
of all Laws, that of loving God with all our Heart, 
and that of loving our Neighbour as ourſelves, unleſs he 
be willing and glad, in many Inilances, a0, to abſtain 
from Things in themſelves indifferent and innocent. 
St. Paus Docti ine is this: Al things are lawful for : 
me. ut all {hag 7 not expedient,, This ſets the 
n | 


doing every . to his Glory ; becauſe we thereby 
onqueſt over all our inward and out- 
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Firſt where he decl res it to be Jaauſul for thoſe that 
preach the Goſpel to live by the Goſpel, and yet makes 
it Matter of the greateſt Comfort and Joy to himſelf, . 
that he wholly abſtained from this Laawwful Thing: And 
declares, it were better for him to die, than that this 
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Rejvicing ſhould be taken from him. He appeals to 
his daily and nightly labouring with his own Hands, 


that ſo he might preach the Goſpel freely, and not be 


chargeable to thoſe that heard him. And this he ſaid 


he did, not for want of Authority to do otherwiſe, 
but that he might make himſelf an Enſample unto them 
to follow him. | 

What awakening Inſtructions are here given to us 


of the Clergy, in a Matter of the greateſt Moment! 


How ought every one to be frighted at the Thou: hr of 
deſiring or ſeeking a /econd Living, or of rejoicing at 
Great Pay where there 1s but Fark Duty, when the 
Apoſtle's Rejoicing conſiſted in this, that he had paſs'd 
thro? all the Fatigues and Perils of preaching the Goſ- 
pel without any Pay at all! How cautious, nay, how 


. fearful ought we to be, of going ſo far as the ſecular 


Laws permit us, when the Apoſtle thought it more de- 
firable to loſe his Life, than to go ſogfar as the general 
Laws of the Goſpel would have ſuffered him. 

It is looked upon as lawful, to get ſeveral Prefer- 
ments, and to make a Gain of the Goſpel, by hiring 
others to do Duty for us at a lower Rate It is 
looked upon as lawful, to quit a Cure of Souls of a 


ſmall Income, for no other Reaſon but becauſe we 


can get another of a greater. It is look'd upon as 
lawful, for a Clergyman to apply the Revenue of a 
Church, which he ſerves, to his own Uſe, tho' he has 
more than a ſufficient Competency of his own, and 
much more than the Apoſtle could get by his Labour. 
It is looked upon as lawful, for the Clergy to live 


in State and Equipage, to buy Purple and fie Linnen 


out of the Revenue of the Church——lIt is look'd 
upon as lawful, for Clergymen to enrich their Families, 
and bring up their Children in the faſhionable Vani- 
ties of a worldly and expenſive Life, by Money got 


by preaching the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


But now ſuppoſing all theſe to be lawful, what 
Comfort and Foy might we treaſure up for ourſelves, 
what Benefit and Edification ſhould we give to our 
Neighbour, if we wholly abſtained from all theſe 
Things, not by working Day and Night with our 
Hands, as the great * did, but by lm our 


228 
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Wants and Deſires according to the plain Demands of 
Nature, and a religious Self Denial ? 7 
The other inſtance of the Apoſtle's I appeal to. is 
that, where he ſays, It is good neither to eat Fe, 
nor drink Wine, nor any thing whereby thy Brother 
flumbleth and is offended. And again, If Meat make 
my Brother to offend, I will eat no bieſh while the world 
flandeth, that I may not fone my Brother. Hence it 
appears, that to abſtain from things indifferent, as if 
they were in themſelves ſinful, is wrong; but to ab- 
ſlain from them upon other Motives, may be Matter 
of neceſſary Duty and Edification. But ſince the 
DoRor has not look'd at this Matter in the twofold 
View in which only it can be juſtly apprehended, he 
can't well be excus'd from that Half Thinking, which 
he ſo much reproaches in others. | | 
19. But 1 muſt further obſerve, that there is yet 
more of Snare and Deception, in what the Doctor has 
here ſaid of this Matter. For the Reader may there- 
by be eaſily brought into a Belief, that Things in 
themſelves indifferent, are not proper Suljects of Reli- 
gion, or means of advancing in Piety ; and that he 
need not bring himſelf under any Laws of Religion, 
concerning ſuch Things. | | 

Whereas nothing can be more contrary to 'Truth, + 
or more hurtful to Piety than ſuch a Belief. Eating. 
Drinking, Sleeping, Dreſſing, Reſting, Labour, Conver- 
fation, Trade, Diverſion, and Money, are in them- 
ſelves indifferent. 

But it is in the Religious, or irreligious Uſe of theſe 
that ſome People live up to the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
and others au/ y die to it. And it is from ric Laws 
of Religion, made concerning theſe indifferent things, 
that the Spiritual Life of every one is to be built up. 

And it is for want of Religious Laws in the Uſe of 
theſe Things, that the Spirit of the Goſpel cannot get 
Poſſeſſion of our Hearts. For our Souls may receive 
an infinite Hurt, and be render'd incapable of all true 
Virtue, merely by the uſe of innocent and lawful 
Things. | 

What is more innocent than Reſt and Retirement ? 


And yet what more dangerous than Sloth and * 
| ow 


9 


g | How lawful is the Care of a Family? And yet how 


nm p 


are many People render'd incapable of all Virtue, by 
. | a worldly, ſollicitous Temper ? How lawful is it for 


us, to eat and drink in ſuch Quantity and Quality, as 


«may render the Body healthful, and uſeful to the Soul? 
| And yet what Danger is there in eating and drinking 
| if we are not under this ftrict Law of Religion, to 


ſeek ozly Health; and not the Pleaſure of various 
Taſtes in our Food? What Sex/uality of Diſcourſe ſhall 
we not every Day fall into, unleſs it be a fix'd Law to 
vs, to ſpeak of no other Joy in our Food, but that which 
is expreſs'd by our Grace before, and after our Meals? 

How indifferent a Thing, and innocent in itſelf, is 


Drei? And yet what more hurtful and abounding with 


Sin? It reaches and infects the Heart and Soul both of 
the Wearer and Beholder. Its Evils are innumerable ; 


it has deftroy'd, and does deſtroy like a Peſtilence. 


Now how can all theſe Evi's, which ariſe from the 
Uſe of theſe Things indifferent and lawfol in them- 
ſelves be avoided, but by making every Thing in our 
common and ordinary Life to be matter of Conſcience, 
which is to have its Ru/e and Meaſure and End from 
the Spirit of Religion. And indeed what other End 
or Intent is there in Religion, but to govern every 
Motion, and Deſire of our Hearts? To make all the 
Actions of our common Life pure and holy, by being 
done in ftrict Conformity to the Will of God, and 


under the Light and Guidance of his Holy Spirit? So 
that the very outward Form of our Lives, and the aue 


Manner of our Living in the World, ' whether in 
Eſtates, Shops, or Farms, whether in Eating, Drink- 
ing, or Drefling, may make it known to all the World, 
that we do every Thing in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
fuitably to that high Vocation wherewith we are 
called. | 

20. No Folly of Life whatever can be rightly re- 


mov'd but by being thus a0 iy cut up by the Roots, 
by making every thing ſubject to the Spirit of Reli- 


ion. 

That which is to direct our Prayers, and govern us 
at Church, muſt with the ſame Strictneſs direct our 
Canverſation, and govern our Dealings in common 

B 2 Life. 
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Life. We muſt dreſs with the ſame Spirit that we 
15 Alm, or go to Prayers ; that is, we muſt no more 
dreſs to be S en and admir'd by others, than we muſt 
give Alus, or make Prayers for the ſame Reaſons. 
And When Religion has its Seat in our Hearts, and 
is the Work of God's Spirit in us, this acting accord- 
ing to, its Direction in a/l Things, will be ſo far from 
ſeeming to be a hard Leſſon, that it would be a Pain 
to act otherwiſe. It is no Hardſhip to a Miſer to do 


every Thing ſuitable to the greedy Deſires of his 


Heart. The ambitious Man is not troubled with 
acting always agreeably to his Ambition. If theſe 
Perſons are in Trouble or Diſtreſs, or under any De- 
jection, you can only comfort the one with Honour 
and Power, and the other with filthy Lucre and Gain. 

21. Yet the Doctor complains of the Treati/e upon 
Chriſtian Perfection, becauſe Chriſtians in Sickneſs, 
Diſtreſs, and Dejection of Spirit are there directed to 
ſeek for Comfort and Refreſhment in God alone! Our 


Bleſſed Lord is very ſhort and yet very full upon this 


Article. He only ſays, Be of good Comfort, I have 


overcome the World. And the Doctor might as well 
be angry at the Goſpel for having made no mention 


of worldly Amuſements proper for Sick and diſtreſs'd 
Chriſtians, as at the Treatiſe of Chriſtian Perfection, 
for not having done the ſame, _ 

If I ſhould ſee a ſick Man ſmelling a Roſe, I ſhould 
not reprove him. But if he wanted Comfort in his 
State, | would no more direct him to any thing, but the 
great and ſolid Comforts that are to be found in the 
Love, and Goodneſs of God, than I would direct him 
to another Saviour, than Jeſus Chriſt, | 

For to tell Chriſtians, that in /ome kinds of Trouble, 
they might juſtly ſeek for Relief in reading a Play, or 
wanton Buco/ic, inſtead of the Gepe“; would be the 
ſame Abſurdity, as to have told People in our Saviour's 
Time, that in oe /orts of Diſtreſs, they might juſtly 
have Recourſe to Simon Magus, inſtead of Jeſus Chriſt. 

22. But now to look back alittle. I have conſidered 
the Bulk of thoſe Chriſtians that are the moſt likely 
to be the Doctor's Readers, under two Characters. The 
one as living ſome way or other in a partial, falſe, 10 

clal, 
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theſe Sorts of People, that I may awaken the one 
from their falſe Security in their half Form of Godli- 
neſs, and encourage the other to proceed with all Ear- 
neſtneſs, after every Degree of Chriſtian Holineſs ; I 
ſhall before I proceed any further, lay down a ſhort 
but plain Account of the avho/e Nature and Ground of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that every one may clearly fee, 
why we want the Chriſtian Religion to ſave us, what 
it is to do for us; and how it is done. By this means 
every one will judge of the Importance of this En- 
quiry, and how he ought to be affected with what is 
{aid on either Side of the Matter. ES 

23. [I.] Man was created a living Image of the 
Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

2. This whole viſible World, as far as the Stars, or 
any corporeal Being reaches, takes uy that Extent of 
Space, where Lucifer and his Angels, before their Fall, 
had their glorious Kingdom. So far as this viſible 
Frame of Nature extends, ſo far was the Extent of: 


that Kingdom. F - 


3. That the Place or Extent of this World, was 
the Place or Extent of their Kingdom, is probable from 
the two following Reafons: Firſt, becauſe the Place 
of this World is now their Habitation. For we muſt 
by no means ſuppoſe. that God brought them from. 
ſome other Region inte. this World, only to tempt 
Man. No: but they are here naw, becauſe. they were 

3 created 


+ N. B. This, with ſeveral of the Particulars that follow are 
probable, but not ſuppor ted by Scripture. 
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ereated to dwell here. For fallen Angels do not leave the 
Place of their Sin and Fall ; they live in the Defilements 


and Diſorders of their ſpoil'd Kingdom; and in that 


Place they find their Hell and Torment, where they 
extinguiſh'd their Light and Joy. Secondly, Becauſe 
the whole Extent of this World, and every thing in it, 
Sun, Moon, Stars, Fire, Air, Water and Earth, Stones, 


Minerals, muſt all be a %% d, and paſs thro' a purify- 


ing Fire, Therefore all theſe Things are polluted, 
and have in them ſome Groſſneſs and Diſorder from 
the Fall of the Angels; and we may ſee how far the 


Place of their Kingdom extended, by the Extent of 


thoſe Things that are to be %%% and purify'd. _ 

4 When the Angels had, by their Rebellion, loſt 
the divine Life within themſelves, and brought their 
whole outward Kingdom into Darkneſs, and Diſorder, 
ſo that as Moſes ſpeaketh ; Darkne/s was upon the Face 


of the Deep, that is the whole Extent of the Place of 
this World ; 


Kingdom, did God begin the Creation of this preſent, 
material, temporary, viſible World. 

5. In the Beginning, {ſaith Moſes, God created the 
Heaven and the Earth. Here at this Inflant, ended the 


Devil's Power, over the Place or Kingdom in which 


he was created. As ſoon as the whole of his out- 
ward, diſordered Kingdom was thus divided into a cre- 
ated Heaven and Earth, all was taken out of his Hands, 
he was /ut out of every Thing, and he and all his 
Hoſt became poor Priſoners in their loſt Kingdom, that 
could only wander about in Chains of Darkneſs, look- 
ing with impotent Rage at the created Heawen and 
Ea: th, which was ſprung up in their own Place of Ha- 
bitation, and which they could not rule over, becauſe 
their Nature had no Communion with this new erected 
Heaven and Earth. 5 

6. T hus was this outward Kingdom, of the whole 
Extent of this World, taken out of the Ha ds of Luci- 
fer and his Angels. All its Da Ineſi, Groſine/s, Dif- 
harmony and Diſorder, was by the Creat-»n reſtor'd to 
a low Reſemblance of its firſt State, and put into that 


Form 


then in the Place where they were fallen, 
and out of the Materials of their ruin'd, angelical 


| (19) ; | 
> {| Form of Sun, Stars, Fire, Air, Light, Water and 
| Earth, in which we now ſee it. BE 
7. Into this World thus created out of the Ruins of 
the Kingdom of the fallen Angels, was Man intro- 
duced on the fixth Day of the Creation, to take his 
| Place as Lord and Prince of it; to have Power over all 
| outward Things, to diſeover and manifeſt the Wonders 
| of this new created World, and to bring forth ſuch an 
holy Offfpring, as might fill up the Place of the fallen 
Angels. And when certain Periods of Time had pro- 
duc'd theſe great Effects, then this who/e Frame was 
by the laſt purifhing Fire, to have been rais'd from its 
paradiſical State, into that fir/? heavenly Brightneſs and 
high Degree of Glory, in which it ſtood before the 
Fall of Lucifer. | | | | 
8 But the firſt Man, thus created to be a Prince of 
a new, angelical Kingdom, ſtood not out his Trial for 
this glorious State. | 
9. He came into this World in that /ame glorious Bo- 
dy in which after the Reſurrection, he ſhall be /ihe the 
Angels in Heaven, For no other Body, but that which 
was at firſt created and dy'd in Adam's Sin, ſhall riſe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, He only reſtores that which was loſt. 
The Reſurrection will only take away what Sin, and 
Death and Earth, had added to the fir/i-created Body. 
10 In this glorious Body, did the firſt Man ſtand in 
this World, incapable of receiving any Hurt, or knowing 
Evil from outward Nature. The Holy Ghoft was the 
Light that illuminated all both within and without him. 
11. Had he fix'd his Will to be erer nally what he 
was, had he defired only to eat of the Tree of Lite, 
to live by the Word of God, he had been eſtabliſh'd 
and confirmed an eternal Angel, or divine Man. 
12. But his |magination wander'd after the Secrets 
of this outward World, after the Knowledge cf ſuch 
Good and Evil, as wrought an entire Change in his 
Nature. HY 
He turn'd from the Tree of Life, .and took in the 
Fruit of the earth y Nature. And ſo he fell from his 
height of Glory as deep into an earth Le, and the 
Miſeries of the Earth, as the Devil fell into a 5,//½ 
Life, and the Miſeries of Hell. 
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r3 Imagine a precious Pearl, infinitely more bright 
than any that mortal Eyes ever ſaw, Imagine this 
Pearl to be in a Moment penetrated, thicken'd, dark- 
en'd, in every Part, and thro' every Pore, with ſome- 
thing as heavy as Lead, as rough as Earth, as dark as 
Soot, and then you have but a Shadow of that, which 
| happen'd only to the Body of Adam, when by deſiring 
and eating the earthly Fruit, he drew in the earthly 
Nature of this World into his pearly, paradifical Body. | 
And here by the by, we may fee as ina Glaſs, what 
it is that earthly Deſires now do to every Son of Adam. 
They do all that which they did to the firſt Man.“ 
They carry on, keep up, and continue that /ame 
Death in us which he dy'd in Paradiſe. | 
14. Thus it was, that Adam loſt the Light of the 
Son of God, and the Breath of the holy Spirit. And: 
this was the immediate Death that he dy'd in Paradiſe, 
before he became the Father of Mankind, a Death 
much more grievous than that which is to bring us all 
to our Graves. It was a Death that extinguiſh'd all 
that was Divine and Holy in human Nature, juſt as 
the Sin of Angels had turn'd them into Devils. Now: 
in looking at 7¹ Death, we have the cleareſt View, 
of what our Regeneration by the ſecond Adam means. 
For what can it be, but the Reſtoration of that /ame 
divine Life which was loſt in Adam the ft? For will 
any one ſay, that Chriſt is not in as high a Degree, 
the Reſtorer of our Nature, as Adam was the De- 
Hroyer of it? Now tho' this great Truth, ſeated in 
the very Heart of the Chriſtian Religion, ſpeaks at once 
the whole nature of Regeneration, and leaves no room 
to miſtake about it; yet many learned Men either not 
ſeeing or not /owin?, or being afraid to own it, have 
been forced, not only to miſtake, but wholly to ſink 
the moſt ſubſtantial, and glorious Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. And inſtead of telling us the Height and 
Depth of the Bleſſing of having the Nature and Life 
of \_ hriſt deriv'd into, or regenerated in us, they can 
32 only teach us, what kind of Word Regeneration is—that 
= it is a Figurative Expr eſſion and that our Saviour may 
11 be juſtified, for having made uſe of it. What earned 
Pains do ſome People take, to root up the Belief of 
Our 
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Redemption; for this Sed of Divine Life, or Bruiſer 


"T2081 
our having anew Life in Chriſt ? They run from Book 


to Book, from Language to Language; they call upon + 
every Diſputant, conſult all Criticks, ſearch all Lexi- 


cons, to ſhew ns, that according to the Rules of true 


Criticiſm, Regeneration need ſigniſy no more, than the 


Federal Rite of Baptiſm. Nay, what is ſtill worſe, 


they appeal to the poor Notions of the blind, infatuated 
Jews ! They produce the Opinions which they had of 
a Regeneration talk'd of, and a Baptiſm us'd amongſt 
them, when they rejected and crucify'd our Saviour, 
to teach us, awhat we are to underſtand by our divine 
Birth in Chriſt Jeſus ! But if this be the Uſe of Learn- 


Ing amongſt ourſelves, we need not look at Rome, or 
the ancient Rabbies of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, to lee 


what miſerable Work Learning can make with the 
Holy Scriptures. For it is ſure that the true Meſſiah 
is not rightly owned, nor the Chriſtian Religion truly 
known, till the Soul is all Love, and Faith, and Hun- 
ger, and Thirſt after this new Life and real Formation 
of Jeſus Chriſt in it: till without Fear of Enthufiaſm it 
ſeeks, and expects all its Redemption from it. But to 
return, | 
15. Man, thus dead to the Divine Life, thus deſti- 
tute of the Son, and H-ly Spirit of God, thus fallen 
into an earthly Nature, under the Dominion of an 
earthly World, which would afford him for a while a 
miſerable Life, and then leave him to a more miſerable 
Death; could do no more to replace himſelf in Para- 
diſe, or to regain his firſt Nature, than the Devil could 
do to reſtore himſelf to his loſt Glory. 

16. But in this State the infnize Mercy of God met 
him. That Love which at #-/ breath'd. out of the 
Mouth of God, a holy and divine Soul into him, now 
again breath'd a Spark, or' Ray of Divine Light into 
him in the Declaration of a Serpent Brui/er : Which 
Spark of Life ſhould in Time do all that which /dam 
ſhould have done; that is, ſhould raiſe up, and bring. 
forth a Generation of Men, that ſhould become Sons 
of God, and take Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom from 
which the Angels had fallen. : 

17. Here now began the merciful Myſtery of Man's. 


of 
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ef the Serpent, was the Holy Jeſus, who from that 


Time, ſtood in the Place of the firſt Man. 
And from that Time it may be ſaid in a true Senſe 
that the Incarnation of the Son of God began; be- 
Cauſe he was from hat Time enter'd again into the hu- 
man Nature, as a Seed of its Salvation, tho' not made 
manifeſt, till he was born in the Holy Virgin Mary. 
And in this Senſe St. John ſays of him, that he was the 
true Light which lighteth every Man, that cometh into 
the World. Becauſe every Man has from him this 


Light, which if it is duly attended to, is our certain 


Guide to Chriſt, born in the Fulneſs of Time, and 
ſacrific'd for us upon the Croſs. 


18. What we want from Jeſus Chriſt, as our Re- 


deemer, is manifeſt by that which he gives to us, namely 
a Birth from the Holy Spirit, a Redemption from the 
Hell that is in our Souls, and from the Death and Cor- 
ruption that is in our Bodies. | | . 

19. We are no more created to be in the Sorrows, 
Burdens, and Anguiſh of an earthly Life, than the An- 
gels were created to be in the Darkneſs of Hell. It is 
as contrary to the Vill of God towards us, that we 
are out of Paradiſe, as it is contrary to the Deſign of 


God towards the Angels, that ſome of them are out 


of Heaven, Priſoners of Darkneſs. 
The Groflneſs, Sickneſs, Pain and Corruption of our 
Bodies, is brought upon us by ourſelves, in the ſame 


Manner as the Dark, hideous Forms of the Devils are 


brought upon them. How abſurd, and even blaſphe- 
mous would it be, to ſay, with the Scripture and the 
Church, that we are by Natwe, Children of Wrath, 
and born in Sin, If we had that Nature which God at 
firſt gave us? What a Reproach upon God to ſay, that 


this World is a Valley of Miſery, a Shadow of Death, 


an Habitation of Diſorders, Snares, Evil, and Temp- 
tations, if this was an original Creation, or that State 
of Things in which God created us? Is it not as con- 
ſiſtent with the Goodneſs of God, to ſpeak of the Mi- 


ſery and Dißirder that holy Angels find above, and of 


the Vanity, Emptineſs and Sorrow of the Heavenly 
State, as to ſpeak of the Miſery of Mer, and the 
Sorrows of this World, if Man and the World were 

| 10 


. 


Jin that Order, in which God at firſt had plac'd them ? 


If God could make any Place poor, and vais and mi- 
erable, or create any Beings into a State of Yanity 
and Vexation of Spirit, he might do ſo in all Places 
and to all Beings. 

20. But by the Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, this 
Priſon of an earthly Life, is turn'd into a State of Pu- 
rification, It is made a Time and Place of putting off 
our filthy Garments, and of /aying and ſacrificing that 
Man of Sin that is hid under them. And God ſuffers 
the Sun to ſhine upon us, and the Elements to afford us 
Nouriſhment, for no other End, but that we may all 
have Time and Opportunity to hear the Call of the Son 
of God, to embrace a ſecond Adam, to be born again 
of him, to be renew'd by the H-ly Spirit, and be 
made capable of that Kingdom, from which Lucifer 
and his Angels fell. 

21. Look at our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, 
and indeed at all his Inſtructions, and you will find 
them pointing at nothing elſe on our ide, but a Denial 
of ourſelves, and a Renunciation of the World. And 
indeed how could it be otherwiſe! For if we want a 
Redeemer, only becauſe we have wwander'd out of 


. Paradiſe, and could not get back to it ourſelves ; If 


we are overcome by this World, only becauſe our firſt 
Father ſought after it, what Wonder is it that he who 
is to replace us in Paradiſe, ſhould call us to a Re- 
nunciation of the World ? | | Le, 

If this World has Dominion over us merely becauſe 
the De/fire of Man turn'd itſelf towards the Earth; 
how can its Dominion over us be d4e/?roy:4, but by our 
turning our whole Dejire towards Heaven? 

22. Vain Man, taken with the Sund of heavenly 
Things, and Pro/pe#s of future Glory, yet at the ſame 
Time a faft Friend to the Intereſts of Fleſh and Blood, 
would fain compound Matters between God and Mam- 
mon. He is very willing to acknowledge a Saviour, 
that dy'd on the Croſs to ſave him. He is ready to re- 
ceive outward Ordinances and Forms of Worſhip, and 
to contend with Zeal for the Obſervance of them. He 
likes Heaven, and future Glory on theſe Conditions. 
He is alſo ready to put on autward Morality, to let 

Religion 
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(24) oy 
Religion poliſh his Manners, that he may have the 
Credit and Ornament of a prudential Piety, and a De- 
cency of Life. This does no Hurt. But to lay the 
Axe to the whole Root of our Diſeaſe, to cut all thoſe 
filken Cords aſunder, which tye us to the World, and 


the World to us, to deny every Temper and Paſſion 


that cannot be made Holy, Wiſe and Heavenly ; to 
die to every Gratification which keeps up, and ſtrength - 
ens the Folly, Vanity, Pride and Blindneſs of our fallen 
Nature; to leave no little Morſels of Senſuality, Ava- 
rice and Ambition for the O/4 Man to feed upon, 
however well cover'd under his Mantle; this, tho' it 
be the very Eſſence of Religion on our Part, is what 
he flies from with as much Averſion as from Hereſy and 


Schiſm. Here he makes learned Appeals to Reaſon 
and common Senſe to judge betwixt him, and the Goſ- 


pel; which is juſt as wiſe, as to aſk the learned Greek, 
and the worldly Feav whether the Cro/5 of Chriſt be 
not Fooliſbneſs, and a juſt Rock of Offence ; or to 
appeal to Fl; and Blood about the narrow Way to that 
Kingdom of Heaven, into which itſelf cannot poſlibly 

have any Entrance. 
23. To ſeek for any Thing in Religion, but a zew 
Nature fitted for a new World, is knowing neither it, 
nor ourſelves. To be born again, is to be fit for Paradiſe 
in whatever Part of the Univerſe we live. Not to be born 
again, is continuing where the Sin and Death of Adam 
left us, whatever Church, or Set of Religion we have 
Fellowſhip with. All Ways and Opinions, all Forms and 
Modes of Worſhip, ſtand on the outſide of Religion. They 
certainly are Helps to the Kingdom of God, when we 
conſider them only as the Gaze to that inward Life, 
which we want. But this is unqueſtionably true, that our 
Salvation conſiſts wholly and ſolely in our inward Re- 
newal by the Holy Ghoſt. When this begins, our Salva. 
vation begins ; as this goes on, our Salvation goes on; 
when this is finiſh'd, our Salvation 2 fn:/>'d. This alone 
ſaves the Soul, becauſe this alone reſtores the firſt Para- 
diſical, Divine Nature, which is the true Image of God, 
and which alone can enter intothe Kingdom of Heaven. 
24. If we had only a notional Knowledge that our 
firſt Father had ſinn'd, and knew no more of his „f 
Condition 
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(25) 
14ition than Hiſtory tells us of it; If we had only cer- 
tain inſtituted Types and Figures to keep up the Remem- 
brance of it in our Minds, we ſhould be never the worſe 
for his Sins. We ſhould have no Hurt by owning our- 
ſelves to be Children of a ſinful Father, if his Nature, 
Life and Spirit were not propagated in us. So, if we 
have only a notional Belizf that Jeſus is become the Second 
Adam, to redeem, and regenerate the fallen Nature ; if 
we know this only in the notion and Hiſtory kept up in 
our Minds by outward Figures and Ordinances: Tho' we 
contend ever ſo much for this Belief of a Saviour, and 
write Volumes in Defence of it; yet he is not our Savi- 
our, till his Nature, Life and Spirit, be in us. If there 
be any Man in the World, in whom the nature of Adam is 
not, he has no Sin from dam If there be any Man in 
whom the Life of Jeſus is not, he has no Righteouſneſs 
from him. We muſt have Life and Righteouſneſs in the 
ſame Truth and Reality in us from the Second Adam, as 
we have Sin and Death in us from the firſt. | 
25. The whole Matter is this: Chriſt, by the over 
ſhadowing of the Holy Spirit, became in the Virgin 
Mary, of the ſame Nature with that fit Man, which was 
created in Paradiſe ; who according to the Purpoſe of 
God, was to have been the Father of an holy paradiſical 
Race of Men. But ſeeing the firſt Adam fail'd in this 
Deſign of God, and was not the Generator of ſuch a 
Race of Men, therefore the Wiſdom of God provided a 
ſecend Adam, who was born in the ſame degree of Per- 
fection, in which the firſt Man was created. To this 
holy paradiſical human Nature the Son of God was per- 
ſonally united. And thus Chriſt the Second Adam, 
took the place of the firſt, and ſtands as the Second Fa- 
ther of all the Sons of Adam. Now as we are earthly, 
corrupt, and worldly Men, by having the nature and 
Life of the firſt Adam propagated in us, ſo we muſt be- 
come holy and heavenly Men, by having the Life and 
Nature of the Second Adam deriv'd into us; or as the 
Scripture ſpeaks, by being born again of him. Jeſus 
hriſt therefore helps. us by a ſecond Birth from him, to 
uch an Holy, and undefiled Nature, as he himſelf received 


the Biejed Virgin, and which we ſhould have received 


Paradiſe from our fr/# Father. 
4 C Thus 
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Thus by Faith in Chriſt we put on Chriſt, he is formed pel 
in us; we Eat his Fleſb and Drink 57s Blood, and have his Vi. 
Nature and Life in us. a 

Thus we are real Members, living Branches, and new ic 
born Children of God. | = 

26. Look now at your ſelves, at the World, at Religion, 
in this true Light, and ſurely you muſt ſee the defirable! MW fic 
Nature of every Virtue, and every degree of it, which ta 
the Goſpel ſets before you. Surely you muſt awaken; P 
into a ſtrong Abhorrence of every Thing that the fall 
has brought upon you; whether it be in your Sault, te 
your Bodies, or the State of the World into which you- t 
are fallen. To renounce the poor Intereſts of a World- a 
Iy Life, to be content with a Pi/grim's Fare in it, to live [ 
looking and longing after that which you have loſt; to | 
have no more of Covetouſneſs, of Pride, of Vanity 
and Ambition, than 70% the Baptiſt had; to live unto. 
God in your Shops, your Employments and Eſtates, with 
ſuch Thoughts and Deſires of going to your heavenly 
Father, as the 1ſt Son had when he ſaw his poor Condi- 
tion, eating Huſes among Swine, is only a Proof that 
you are, like him, come to yourſelves, that you be- 
gin to ſee avhat, and how, and where you are. Sure- 
ly you can necd no Exhortations to haſten and run 
to your Redeemer, to beſeech him in Faith and Love, 
to do every Thing in you and for you that your cor- 
rupted Heart, and polluted Body are in need of. He 
now ſands as near you, as full of Love to you, as he did 
to Lazarus when he raiſed him from the Dead. He is no 
farther ſrom your Call than he was from theCall of blind 
£artimeus, whoſe Eyes he immediately opened. 

27. Surely it ſhould now be more needleſs to exhort 
you to look earneſtly and diligently after every Means 
of recovering your firſt glorious State, than to exhort 
the Blind to receive their Sight, the Sick to accept of 
Health, or the Captive to ſuffer his Chains to be taken 
off. For when you thus ſee your Miſery and your Redemp- | 
tion, both of them ſo exceeding great, you ſee /omething / 
that muſt needs penetrate and awaken the inmoſt Depth 
of your Soul, that leaves you no Room to doubt about 
the Nature of any Virtue; no Liberty to indulge n 
vain Paſſion, or to think it any hardſhip that the _ | 

| pe 


(27) 


pel calls you to be Pere. For in this Light every 


Virtue of the Goſpel ſtands recommended to us, as 
Health, Purity and Sight ſtand recommended to a. 
Helly, noi ſome, blind Leper, who was ſhut up in a Place 
that continually increaſed all his Evils . | 

It trips us of nothing, but the Uncleanne/s of Lepro- 
ſies, the Miſeries of Sores, Pains and Blindneſs. It 
takes nothing from the World which is about us, but its 
Poiſon and Power of infecting us. 12 

So that to be called to the Height of all Virtue at- 
tainable in this Life, however exceſſive it may ſeem to 
the Rea/onings of Fleſh and Blood, is only being called 
away from every Miſery and Evil that can be avoided 
by us. | 
| __ 8. No Virtue therefore has any blameable Extreme in 
it, till it contradi&s this general End of Religion, till 
It hinders the Reſtoration of the divine Image in us, or 


makes us 4% fit to appear amongſt the Inhabitants of 


Heaven, Abſtinence, Temperance, Mortification of the 
Senſes and Paſſions, can have no Exceſs, till they hinder 
the Purifieation of the Soul, or make the Body leſs uſe- 
Ful and ſubſervient to it. Charity can have 10 Exceſs, 
till it contradictt that Love which we are to have in 
Heaven, till it is more than that which would Jay down: 
its Life even for an Enemy, till it exceeds that which the 
firſt Chriſtians practiſed, when they had all Things. com- 
mon; till it exceeds that of St. Jobn, who requires him 
that has raue Coats, to give to him that has none, and 
him that has Meat to do likewiſe; till it is loving our: 
$oor Brethren more than Chrift has loved us; till it goes 

yord the Command of loving our Neighbour as we 


love ourſelves. 


29. See now how the Doctor inſtructs and enlightens 
his Readers on thoſe two great Articles, Chriſtian Temper- 
ance, and Charity. To remove Reſtraints of the firit kind, 


he ſays, Our Bleſſed Saviour came eating and drinking, 


was preſent at Weddings, and other Entertainments. 
The Doctor may go on, and prove theſe Indulgences 
to be goa and pious, becauſe what our Saviour work'd 
a Miracle to promote muſt needs be eſteemed ſo. And 
Jo the adding another Bottle, when Friends are rejoicing, 
may be made a Chriſtian Duty. | 

C2. But: 


But I muft vindicate the Life and Example of 
our Bleſſed Lord from the Indignity and Irreverence 
done to it by the Doctor. Our Bleſſed Lord came 
indeed, as he ſays of himſelf eating and drinking, 
But how or in what Manner ? In what Senſe, did he 
ſay this of himſelf? Why it was in Oppoſition to, 
and Diſtinction from John the Baptiſt, who came eat- 
ing only one ſort of Food. And it was to ſhew the 
Fews their great Guilt in this reſpe&t, that nothing 
could do them any good. For the Mortification of the 
Baptiſt they condemned, as coming from the Devil, 
and the Condeſcenſion of the Holy Jeſus in coming to 
their Tables, they accus'd as Glutony and Hine-bibbing. 
Now the Doctor is plainly doing what our Lord ac- 
cuſed the Fews of; he with them condemns the Mor- 
zification of the Baptiſt, as coming from the Devil. But 
he differs from the Fervs in this that he does not con- 
demn, but approves of our Lord, as a Friend to Feaſts, 
and merry Meetings, | h 
30. Our Saviour, ſuitable to his gracious Love, in 
coming into the World, ſought the Converſation of 


Sinners and Publicans, becauſe he came to /ave that 


ewhich was hft, and becauſe he knew that ſome amongſt 
ſuch Sinners were more moveable, than the proud Sanc- 
tity of the learned Phariſees. But may we thence con- 
clude, that the Lives of ſuch Sinners were not blame- 
able in his Sight ? Is not this as well, as to imagine he 
fawour'd the auer of Feaſting, and good Fellow - 
ſhip, becauſe he was found there? The Holy Jeſus 
converſed more freely, ſpoke of himſelf and of the 
Kingdom of God more divinely to a wicked W:iman of 
Samaria than he appears to have done to his Diſciples, 
May we thence conclude, that he approved of a Woman 
of that Character, or that he thereby ſet his Se. / to the 
Goodneſs, and Lawfulneſs of her way of Living? Is 
not this as well, as to make his Preſence at a Weddin 


an Approbation of the uſual Freedom and Indulgences | 


of ſuch Feaſts ? 

31. O Holy Jeſus, thou didſt nothing of thyſelf : thou 
ſoughteſt only the Glory of thy Father, from the Begin- 
ning to the End of thy Life. Thou ſpenteſt whole 
Nights in Prayer in Mountains and Deſart Places; thou 


rn 
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hadſt 5 


tertainments, to ſhew his Approbation of ſuch. Indul- 
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hadſt not where to lay thy Head. Thy common poor 
Fare with thy Diſeiples was barly Bread and dry'd His. 
Thy miraculous Power never help'd thee to any Dain- 
ties -or-Refrefhment, tho' ever ſo much fatigu'd, and 
fainted with Labour. But yet becauſe this Holy Jeſus 
came into the World to fave all Forts of Sinners, and to 
ſhew that every Kind and Degree of Sm could be taken 
away and forgiven by him, therefore he came into all 
Places, and enter'd into all Sorts of Companies. He 
did not, as the Baptiß, tie himſelf to one fort of Food. 
But he came eating and drinking. But why did he ſo? 
It was that he might reprove, and convert Sinners at 
their own Tables. He came not to indulge himſelf, 
or to find ſuch Gratifications as the Baptiſi abſtain'd N 
from; but to av9rk Miracles, to awaken and aſtoniſn 
Sinners in the Midi of their Indulgences. | 

It is faid, that wherever the King is, there is the 
Curt. But with much more Reaſon may it be ſaid, 
that where ever our Saviour came, there was the 
Temple or the Church. He came to feaſs and Enter- 
tainments with the ſame Spirit, for the ſame End, and 
in the ſame Divine Power, as he went to raiſe a de, 
Corpſe, namely to ſhew forth the Glory of God. 
Where- ever he came, it was in the Sprit and Poaver 
of the Redeemer of Mankind; every Thing he did MY 
was only to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to deliver 4 
Man from his Power, raiſe the Dead, and give Sigbt 3 
to the Blind, and Ears to the Deaf. It made no 
Difference to him, whether he did this in the Temple, . 
or in the Streets, at a Feaſt or at a Funeral. As he 
was every where God. ſo every Place became holy to 
him. Laſtly, if our Saviour, came eating and Drink- - 
ing, and was preſent, as is pretended, at chearful En- 


gences, and to leave us a Proof that we may do ſo too; 
How came Fohn the Buptiſt, that ſevere Maſter of 
Mortification, to be a fit Preparer of the Way to the 
Kingaom of Heaven ? | Surely his Voice muſt cry 
evrong, if ſuch Mortification was not ig h. 

And if our Saviour diſapꝑrov'd of the Sewerity of his 
Life and Manners, how came he to point him out to 
the Jews, as a burning and ſhining Light? Thus much 
255 8 may 
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may ſerve to vindicate our Saviour's holy Life: and 


Example from the ſhocking Miſapplication the Doctor 
has made of it. . 
32. Let us now ſee how he treats, and inſtructs the 
charitable Chriſtian in theſe Words. 5 
What, ſays the Half Thinker, is not Charity to the 
« Poof, a moſt excellent Thing? And can I be too 
charitable ? Can I therefore beſtow too much upon 
the Poor? I anſwer, would you conſider the other 
Side, you would perceive, that tho' you cannot be 
too Charitable, yet you may beſtow too much upon 
„the Poor, to the Ruin of your Wife and Children, 
* which is not Charity, but Madne/5, and a great and 
moſt grievous Sin. Did you never hear that Charity 
begins at home? Did you never read that of Sz, 
Paul? If any provide not for his own, and eſpecially 
«© thoſe of his own Houſe ; he hath deny'd the Faith, 
* and is worſe than an Infidel?” 
The Doctor's Proverb I ſhall leave to himſelf ; but 
the Text of St. Paul, which he has as groſly miſtaken 
and milapply'd, as he did our Saviour's Miracle, I 
muſt take out of his Hands. St. Paul's Words are 
quoted to prove, that it is Madneſs, a great and grievous 
Sin, for any one through Charity to the Poor to render 
himſelf unable to provide for his Wife and Chilaren, 
Now the Apoſtle in this Place ſpeaks no more about 
this Sin, than he ſpeaks againſt the Sin of Matching and 
Prayer. Nay, what is more, there is not in all his 
Writings, or in the whole New Teitament, the 4% Sup- 
20/11ion or Hint that ſuch a Sin ever was, or would be 
committed by any charitable Man. The Apoſtle was 
ſingly ſpeaking of /uch Women, as were to be taken in- 
to the Order of M idows for the Service of the Church, 
and to be maintained by it. Verſe 4. he ſays, that 
ſuch Widows as had Children or Nephews that could 
ſupport them,were not to be maintain'd by the Church. 
And to ſuch Sc, and Nephews who have Mathers and 
Aunts that thus want their Aſſiſtance, he ſays, N any one 
provide nut for his own, eſpecia:ly for thoje of his own 
HV, i. e. If any Sons or Nepheaws. have Mothers or 
Aunts become ge/o/ate Hidaw s, and take not care to aſſiſt 
them,eſpeciallyifthey live with them, ſuch have age d 
| C 
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the Piety of the Goſpel, and have not ſo much Huma- 
nity as Tnfidels. 1 ane x | N 
33. This alone is the rus Doctrine of the Apoſtle, 


which the Doctor has groſly perverted, to the condemn- 
ing of that which he never thought of, either there, or 
in any part of Scripture. On the contrary, the Scrip- 
ture abounds with Paſſages that might perſuade us, that 
no Family could ever be ruin d by the Alm and Chari- 
ty of its Father. I hade been young, and now am old, 
ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Yet newer ſaw I the Righteous for- 


ſaken, or their Seed begging their Bread. 


The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and he that water- 
eth, ſhall be watered again. They that cannot believe 
this, want the Faith of Chrifians. Had any one in the 
Apoſtle's Time reduced his Wife and Children to Want, 
by his great Charity to the Poor, the Apoſtle would 
have been ſo far from rebuking him, as a half thinking 
Fool, or expoſing him to others, as guilty of Madneſs, 
and grievous Sin, that he would have told them, that he 
had conſecrated him/elf and Family to the Church, that 
he and they were thereby become the dear Objects of the 


| Church's Care and Love, fince their preſent Diſtreſs was 


brought upon them by a boundleſs Love and Compaſſi- 
on for the Poor. 

I will now ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle had condemned a 
Charity in a Father that was to the Detriment of his Wife 
and Children ; I will put the following Caſe in as high 
Terms as the Dr. can well deſire. Let it be ſuppoſed 
that ſome good Biſpop, poſſeſſed of as rich a Biſgop- 
rick as that of Winchefter, ſhould through his extenſive 
Love and Charity for the Poor throughout the whole 
Dioceſs, be forc'd to uſe the atmoſt Frugality in Family 
Expences, and to bring up his Children in Employments 
of Labour, to help themſelves to Food and Raiment ; one 
a Carpenter, in which Buſineſs our Saviour is ſaid to 
have laboured in his Youth ; another a Maker of Tents, 
the Trade of the great Apoſtle ; and the reſt in the like 
manner. Let it be ſi ppos d, that when he dy d, he left 
only Twenty Pound a Year amongſt them, not to be po/- 
ſefjed by any one of them, but only to be uſed by every 
one as Sickneſs or Age made them ſtand in need of it, 
with this Injunction, that it ſhould be given to other 

Sick 


Sick and belp':/5 People, when there was no :ſuch-amongſt 
Rey > "egy 12 II that by his Life and Con- 
verſation, he had fill'd his Wife and Children with the 
true and perfect Spirit of the Goſpel, that they lov A and 
rejoic'd in his Memory for all the Good that he had 
done to them, deſiring nothing, but to go through the 


World, in the ſame Humility, Piety, Charity, Lowe of 


God, and Renunci ation of the World, as he had done. 
Will the Dr. ſay that this B:y&op had ruin d his Wife and 
Children; that half thinting had betray d him into a 
moſt grievous Sin, that he had by this Liſe deny the 
Faith, and became worſe than an Infidel? I will ven- 
ture to ſay, that if ſuch a Biſhap ſhould ever appear in 
this Kingdom, he would bid fairito put an end:to Infi- 
delity through all his Dioceſs, tho' it were the largeſt in 
the Nation. Now if the Dr. does not kzow of any one 
either amongſt the Laity or Clergy, who is ruining his 
Wife and Children by a greater and more blameable 


Charity than that of this Biſhop, at muſt be ſaid, that 


he has been in too much haſte, that his Zeal has not pro- 
ceeded from Knoauleuge; and that he has been throwing 


cold Mater upon Charity, before there was any Flame in 


34 I now proceed to ſhow in a more general Way 


the blameable Nature and Deſign of the Boctors Dif. 


courſe, The whole Chriftian World from the Time of 
our Saviour to this Day, has been praying, 7 hy Kingdom 
come, thy Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Sa- 


craments, divine. Worſhip, and the order of theiClergy, - 


are appointed as miniſterial Helps for this End, to raiſe, 
ſet up, and eftabliſh this Kingdom of God on Earth. 
The Fall of Man brought forth the Kingdom of this 


World; Sin in all Shapes is A Fes but the Will of 


Man driving on in a State of , Motion, and ſelf Go- 
verument, following the Workings of a Nature &roten 
off from its Dependency upon, and Union with the 
Divine Will All the Evil and Miſery in the Creation a- 
riſes ſelely from this one Cauſe. There is not the ſmalleſt 
Degree of Pain or Puniſſiment either within us, or with- 
out us, but is owing to this, viz. that Man ſtands out of 


his Place, is not in, and ander, and united to God as he 


ſhould be, as the Nature of Things requires. God 
created 
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created every Thing to partake of his own Nature, to 
have ſome Degree and Share of his own Life and Hap- 


pineſs. Nothing can be good or evil, happy or unhappy, 


bat as it does or does not ſtand in the ſame Degree of 
Divine Life in which it was created, receiving in God, 


and from God, all that Good that it is capable of, and 


ſo co-operating wi h, and under him, according to the 
Nature of its Powers and Perfections. As ſoon as it 
turns to its e, and would as it were have a Sound of its 
own, it breaks off from the Divine Harmony, and falls 
into the Miſery of its own Diſcord; and all its Work- 
ings then are only ſo many Sorts of Torments, or ways 
of feeling its own Poverty. The Redemption of Man- 
kind can then only be effected, the Harmony of the 
Creation can only then be reſtor'd when the Will of 
God is the will of every creature. For this Reaſon our 
bleſſed Lord having taken upon him a created Nature, 
ſo continually declares againſt the doing-any Thing of 
himſelf, and always appeals to the Will of God, as the 
only Motive and End of every Thing he did, ſaying, 
that it was his Meat and Drink to do the Will of him 
that had ſent him. | | 
35. What now can be ſo deſirable to a ſober, ſenſible 
Man, as to have the warn, diſorderly Paſſions of his own 
corrupted Heart remov'd from him, to be fill'd with ſuch 
Unity, Love, and Concord, as flow from God, to ſtand 
united to, and co-operating with the Divine Goodneſs, 
willing Nothing, but what God wills, loving Nothing, 
but what God loves, and doing all the Good he can to 
every Creature, from a Principle of Lowe and Conformity 
to God. Then the Kingdom of God is come, and his 


Will is done in that Soul, as it is done in Heaven. Then 


Heaven itſelf is in the Soul, and the Life and Conver- 
ſation of the Soul is in Heaven. From ſuch a Man the 
Curſe of this World is remov'd ; he walks upon conſe- 
crated Ground, and every 'Thing he meets, every Thing 
that happens to him, helps forward his Union and Com- 
munion with God. For it is the State of our Vill, that 
makes the State of our Life ; when we receive every 
Thing from God, and do every Thing for God, every 
Thing does us the /ame Good, and helps us to the ſame 
Degree of Happineſs. Sickneſs, and Health, P roperity 
an 
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and 4dver/ity, bleſs and purify ſuch a Soul in the /ame 
Degree; as it turns every Thing toward God, ſo every 
Thing becomes &wine to it. For he that /ceks God in 
every Thing, is ſure to in God in every thing. When 
we thus live wholly unto God, God is wholly ours, and 
we are then happy in all the Happineſs of God ; for by 
uniting with him in Heart, and #7// and Spirit, we are 
united to all that he is, and has in himſelf. This is the 
Purity and Perfection of Life, that we pray for in the 
Lord's Prayer, that God's Kingdom may come, and his 
Will be done in us, as it is in Heaven. + | 

36. And this we may be ſure is not only aeceſſary, 
but attainable by us, or our Saviour, would not have 


made it a part of our daily Prayer, It may now then 


juſtly be aſk'd, have we yet obtain'd that, which we 
have been ſo long, and ſo univerſally.praying for? Can 
we look upon the Church of this Nation, as drawing 
near, Or even tending to this State of Perfection? Can we 
be carry d to any one Variſb, either in Town or Coun- 
try where it can with Truth be ſaid of any ene Paftor 
and his Fleck, that there the Kingdom of God is coming 
and his Will begins to be done on Earth, as it is done in 
Heaven ? Can we therefore find any ene Pariſb, where 
the. Paſtar has not great Reaſon to reject the Doctors 
:Difcourſe, and to pray both for himſelf and his Flock, 
that they may enter auch farther into the Spirit and 
Practice of Chriſtianity, than they have yet enter d, that 
the Goſpel may have æruch greater Power over them, 


than it hath yet had; and that they all may with a meſt 


awakening Convictien /ee and underftand what it is that 
has made ſo Divine, and Poaberful a Religion, ſo with- 
out its proper Effect upon them? For if the Caſe be thus, 
if we ſtand at this amazing Diſtance from that State of 
Perfection to which Chriſt has called us, tho' we have 


his infallible Promi e to be with us to the End of the 


World, to aſſiſt us with uc Poxwer and Strength from 
above, as to obtain, and do every Thing that we pray 
for, through a right Faith in him, and Conformity to 


his Laws and Examples; if the caſe be thus, do not 


Heaven and Earth ſeem to call upon every Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, to take ſome hare to himſelf of this mi/crable 
State of Things, and to endeavour to convince both 


himſelf, 
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himſelf, and his Flock, tliat they have not yet been Chri- 
ſtians in true earngſh that they have proftſſed Chfiſt with 
the Tempers of Jus and Heathrns; that they have not 
yet entered into the Narrow way that leads to Life, that 
they: have not yet endugh renount d the World, not 
enough deny d themſelves, not enough enꝶty i their Hearts 
of Paſſions hurtful to Piety, not enough fer d and dewo- 
ted themſelves to God, not enough made the Spirit of 
Religion the Spirit of their Lives, not enough ſought for 
Strength and Deliverance from Sin, by a hm and living 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. who is made Righteonſheſs, and 
Sanctification to every Sinner that turns to God thro®” 
Faith in him; not enough pray'd and deſir'd that 
they might be born again of God by the awakening 
and quickening their Souls, ſo that Chriſt may be 
truly ſaid to be formed in them; not enough pray'd and 
deſir d to be every where, and on all Occaſſons under 
the perpetual Influence and Guidance of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that they may think and ſay, and do every Thing 
by his Holy Inſpiration; not enough look'd to that t 
and great Commandment, of loving God with our 
whole Heart and whole Strength; not enough endea- 
vour'd to keep the next, which is like unto it, that of 
loving our Neighbour, as we lobe ourſelves; not 
enough renounc'd ſuch Faſhions, Cuſtoms; and Confor- 
mities to the World, as greatly corrupt the Heart, and 
grieve and ſeparate the Holy Spirit from it. 

37: Now which way ſoever we confider the lamenta- 
ble State of Religion amongſt us, whether they be Evils 
avithin or without the Church, no Evil can be remow'd, 
nor any Remedy be procured by us of the Clergy, but in 
this one Way, that every Individual of the Order, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, begin in right earneſt with him-- 
ſelf, open the Book of his owr Heart and Life, and con- 


ſider ſeriouſly in the Preſence of God, whether, accor- 


ding to his Degree in the eccleſiaſtical Function, the 
World has had its due ſhare of, Salt and L7ght from 
him; whether all that is in the World, the Luſt of the 
Fleſs, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Lift have 
been ſo operidy, ſo cenſtantly diſcourag'd, and renoune'd by 
him, that the ci Form of his Life has been one loud, 
continual Call to all Orders of Chriſtians, to = Ho" 
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636) 1 
Affections on Things above, to mind only the one 
Thing .needful, to have nothing at Heart, but to be in 
Chriſt new Creatures, ſeeking, og deſiring. no- 
thing, through the Pilgrimage of this Life, but to {ive | 
unſpptted from the World, and to obtain every Height of 
Holineſs, and Heavenly Affections, which becomes thoſe. 
who are called to be Sons, and Heirs of God with Chriſt 
eſus. ee 
J 38. If Religion was at this Time in a moſt flouriſh- * 
ing State amongſt us, abounding with ſuch Congrega- _ 
tions as made up the primitive Church, it would be 
great Injuſtice to et — the Clergy had not, under 
God, been the chief Inſtruments of building it up to 
ſuch a State of Perfection. Seeing then an univerſal : 
Corruption of Manners is on all hands confeſs d to have 
overſpread this Chriſtian Nation, and the true Spirit of 
Religion is hardly any wwhere to be ſeen, nothing can be 
more reaſonable in itſelf, more ſuitable to the preſent 
State of Things, than for every Clergyman, where- ever 
his Lot is fallen, to ſuſpect himſelf to have, in me De- 
- gree,or other, contributed to this common Calamity, and 
to be more or leſs chargeable with the Guilt of it, and to 
try to diſcover. his . own State, by ſuch like Queſtions as / 
theſe, laid home to his Conſcience, If Chriſtianity has 
not done that to my Flock which is the o End and In- 
tent of it, is there nothing of this Failure chargeable up- 
on my Conduct over it? Can my righteous Judge lay 
nothing. grievous to my charge on that Account? Can 
my own Heart bear me Witneſs that I did not run in 
my own Will, was not driven by human Paſſions, but 
ſtay d and waited till the Holy $pzrit call'd me to this 
Office? Have I not undertaken the care of other Souls, 
before I had any true and real Care of my own ? Have 
] not preſum'd to convert and ſtrengthen others, before 
I was converted myſelf ? To preach hy hearſay of the 
Grace, and Mercy, and Salvation of the Goſpel, whilſt | 
I myſelf was an obedient Slawe to Sin? Have I not 
taken upon me to explain and lay open the Myſteries of 
God's Love in Chrift, Jeſus, before they had had their 
proper Entrance into my own Soul? Has my own Re-. 
pentance, Cumpundtion, deep Senfibility of the Burden, of 
Sin, and auant of a Saviour taught me how to make 
| | | the 
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397-7 
the Terrors of the Lord known in the Deep of every Man's 


Heart, and to awaken and pierce the Conſciences of Sin- 
ners? Has, my own true and living / aith in Chriſt my Sa- 
viour, my own Experience of the atoning, cleanſing, ſanc- 
tifying Powers of his precious Blood, enabled me with 
great Boldneſs to tell all Sinners, that to the Faith which 
eworketh by Love, Chriſt always and infallibly ſaith, what 
he ſaid in the Goſpel, 7 hy Sins are forgiven ; thy Faith 

has ſaved thee ; go in Peace. | 
39. Can my own Heart, and God, who is greater than 
our Hearts, bear me Witneſs that in my ſacred Office I 
have not ſought zee or my own Things, but the things 
of Jeſus Chriſt ? If I have chang'd one Flock or Station for 
another, or added one Cure to another, have I done it in 
fingleneſs of Heart, as unto the Lord and not for my/elf? 
Has all that I have /ought or done of this Kind, been only 
from this M:#ive, and in this Yew, that I might be more 
truly Faithful to him that hath call'd me, and be more and 
more ſpent and /acrificed for the Salvation of Souls? Have 
I neglected no Means of fitting and preparing myſelf for 
the Illumination of God's holy Spirit, which alone can 
enable me in any Meaſure to ſpeak to and work upon the 
Hearts and Conſciences of Men? Havel carneſtly long'd, 
and labour'd after every Kind and Degree of inward and 
outward Holineſs, and Purity of Body, Soul and Spirit, 
that my /fanding at the Altar may be acceptable to God, 
and my Prayers and Interceſſions for my Flock avail 
much before him? Has my own Se/f-denial, Renunciation 
of the World, and Lowe of the Croſs of Chriſt, enabled me 
to preach up thoſe Duties. in their ful/ Extent ? Has my 
own ſtrictly pious uſe of the Things of this World, my 
own Readineſs to relieve and aſſiſt every Creature to the 
utmoſt Extent of my Ability fitted me to call others to 
theſe Things with Power and Authority? Have all Ages 
and Conditions of People under my care had their proper 
Inſtruction and Warning from me, ſo that I have ſpared 
no Folly, Vanity, Indulgence,or Conformity to the World, 
that hurts Mens Souls, and hinders their Progreſs in Pie- 
ty? Havel done all that by my Prayers and Preaching, 
Life and Example, which Chriſt expects from thoſe whom 
he has enjoin'd to feed his Sheep? Can my Flock by 
looking at me ſee what Virtues they want? can they by 
| 1 | following 
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following me, be led to every Kind and Degree of Chri- 
ſtian Perfedion! Laſtly, has the Will of God and the 
Spirit of the Goſpel been the Beginning and End, the 
Reaſon and Motive, the Rule and Meaſure, of my liking 
or diſliking, doing or not doing every Thing among 
thoſe People, with whom 1 have liv'd as their Miniſter. 
40. Theſe are a few of ſuch Queſtions as the preſent State 
of Religion in this //and calls upon every Miniſter of the 
Goſpel to ſift and try himſelf by. For as the Order of the 
Clergy is inſtituted for no other End, but for the preſera- 
ing of Religion and true Piety in the World; ſo when 
any age is more than ordinarily ſunk in Vice and Impiety, 
the wh.le Order of the Clergy, and every Member of it, 
have great reaſon not only to be deeply af. ied, but great- 
ly afrighted at it and to ſuſpect and fear their own Con- 
duc, ſince that which is hir particular Work, has had ſo 
little Succeſs. They have great reaſon to apprehend, that 
it is ſome Degeneracy of Spirit, ſome common Misbeha- 
viour, ſome general Negligence, ſome want of Example, 
ſome failure in Doctrine, ſome Defe& in Zeal and Care of 
their particular Flock:s, that too much contributes to ſo ge- 
neral a Corrupticn of Manners. This does not ſuppoſe, that 
it is in the Power of our Order to regulate the Manners of 
People as we pleaſe ; it only ſuppoies, that of all human 
Means it has the greateft E ect, and that when any Nati- 
on or People are eicher very gocd or very bed it hehoves 
the Clergy, who have any right Senſe of the Nature of 
our Order, any true Love for our Brethren of it, to awak- 
en and ſtir up one another to a faithful Diligence in our 
Callings, not ſuch as may ſecure us from Public Scandal, 
and the Laws of the Land, but ſuch a faithful Diligence 
as the Nature of our Office, the Spirit of the Goſpel, and 
the preſent Decay of Religion calls for. Let us beſgech 
and intreat one another deeply to confider the great Need 
that this poor Nation hath of a zealous, picus, exemflory, 
difintereſied and laborious Clergy ; to conſider the dreadful 
Judgments of God, that may juſtly be expected to fall tuft 
upon our own Heads, if this true, only Relief and Reme- 
dy is not procured by all of us, according to the utmoſt 
of our Ability. It is now no Time for Eaſe, Indu/gence, 
or worldly Refoſe ; all is to be renounc'd, all is to be ſa- 


crificed. Our Religion is founded on this Doctrine 
That 
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That we are to be born again of the Holy Spirit. that 
there is no Sanctification of the Heart, no Illumination 
of the Mind, no Kzowledge of Divine Myſteries, no 
Lowe of holy Things, p2/ible to be had, but in and by the 
Motion and Life of this Holy Spirit in us ;—that its Life, 


Motion and Power in us, increaſe according to our Faith, 


Prayers and Deſires of it, 

Is it not now a flat Denial of all this to ſay, as is ſaid 
by ſome, that the Efabli/hment of the Goſpel in the World, 
together with the Aſſiſtances of human Learning, and N 
guages, has been the Occaſon why the Aſſiſtance of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt is abated ? For if we conſult either Scripture or 
Experience, muſt it not be ſaid, that wor/dly Peace and 
Proſperity want as much to be ſanctified by the Holy Spi. 
rit, as Perſecution and Diſtreſs ? That human Learning and 
Knowledge need as high Degrees of Divine Grace and Help, 
as human Ignorance ? Is not the Blindneſs, the Infatuati- 
on and Corruption of Men of Letters, as notorious as that 
of unlearned Men ? Does an Editor of Terence, Horace, or 
Virgil, receive ſuch Illumination from Plays and Poetry ? 
Do Cardinals and Pluraliſis receive ſo much Unction and 
Aiſtance from human Eftabliſhments as to need leſs to be 
led and govern'd by the Holy Spirit of God? Or will 
we ſay, that a critical Study of divided Languages, and 
a Religion eſtabliſhed in worldly Eaſe and Peace, are not 
only in themſelves free from Danger and Corruption, but 
have ſo much of the Nature of the holy Spirit of God in 
them, that they can be to us in his Stead, and make his 
fandtifying Operations upon us needed in a % Degree? 

42. On the Part of God, our Redemption in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and our San#ification by the Holy Ghoſt, ſtand always in 
the /ame Degree of Nearneſs and Fulneſs to all of us. There 
is hardly a Chapter in the New Teſtament that can be un- 
derſtood, or its Doctrines obſerv'd, but upon the Suppoſi- 
tion of this great Truth. If Chriſt is leſs formed in us than 
he was in the firſt Saints of the Church, if we come not to 
the perfect Man, to the Meaſure of the Stature of the Full- 
neſs of Chriſt, it is not becauſe Chriſt is now become only 
our Redeemer in an ordinary Way ; but it is becauſe we 
have not ſo counted all Things but Dung, that we might 
win Chriſt, as the firſt Saints did. If the Holy Spirit does 
not now in /uch a Degree renew, quicken, move, and ſanc- 
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tify our Hearts, and fill us with /zch Degrees of divine 
Light and Love, as was done in the firit Age of the 


Church, it is not becauſe this Sanctify ing Spirit has com- 
mitted ſome Part of his work to human Learning, and ſo 


it become only our Sanctifer in a leſſer and ordinery De- 
gree, but it is becauſe we ourſelves have for/aken this Foun- 


tain of living Waters, and he'd out broken Ciftcrns for 


ourſelves ; it is becauſe we have grieved this holy Spirit, 
reſe/ied his Motions, quench'd his holy Fire, and under an 
_ cutward Profu//icn of Chriſt have kept up that Old Man, 
<.2th his Deeds, which cannot be the Temple and Habita- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. 

If therefore we have any true Senſe of the Nature and 
Weight of our Eccleſiaſtical Calling, any Deſire to do 
the Full Norꝶ of the Miniſtry, to ſatisfy the Wants and 
Neceſſities of our Flocks; If we have any Fear of being 
condemn'd as w/eleſs, inſignificant Labourers in Chriſt's 
Vineyard, it is high Time to awake from this Dream of 
an crdinary and extraordinary Sanctification of the Holy 
Spirit. Ir ſerves only to keep us wn/andify'd, ſhut up in 


Death, in the dead Workings of our own corrupted Nature, 


to keep us /earnedly content with our State, as if we were 
rich and increaſed in Goods, and had need of nothing. 


And hinders us from knowing that we are wretched and 


miſerable, and poor, and blind and naked. 

43. Several of the Clergy, whoſe Lot is fallen in this 
corrupt Age, may be ſuppos'd to have taken upon them 
the ſacred office, and to have liv'd in it, not enough ac- 
cording to the Nature and Spirit of it, merely through 
the Degeneracy of the Times, and from a Conſideration 
that they are well enough, according- to the Meaſure of 
Religion that now paſſes in the World. And perhaps 
there are few, if any of the Order, however eminent for 
good Works, whoſe Virtues have not receiv'd /ome Abate- 
ment from the ſame Cauſe—This therefore may be added 
as another Reaſon why all the Clergy of this Land muſt 
in the Spirit of Martyrdom awaken the World into 
a Faith and Live of the Goſpel, Now is the Time 
that we muſt give up all our worldly Regards, for- 
ſake all that ave have, that aue muſt hate Father and Mo- 
ther, Wife and Children, and Brothers and Siſters, yea and 


eur own Lives alſo, or we cannot be faithful Miniſters of 


Jeſus 


a. a 
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Jeſus Chriſt, The ſame Spirit which firſt planted the 
Goſpel, is now required to recover and reſlore it amongſt 
us. We muſt break of our Chains of Worldly Prudence, 
and come forth in the Spirit and Power of the Goſpel ; 
ſo live, and ſpeak, and act, whether in the Pulpit or out 
of it, that all who ſee and hear us may be forc'd to con- 
feſs that God is in us of a Truth, and that his holy Spi- 
rit hath ſent us. A Miniſtry that have not this Poaver, 
that have not full Proof, both to themſelves and others, 
that the Holy Spirit is thus aut them, opening the King- 
dom of God in their own Souls, and enabling them to - 
preach it to others with Spirit and Power, are to anſwer 
to God for their want of it. | | 
44. To aſk whether the Aſſidance of the Holy Spirit is to 
be ordinary or extracrdinary, is as needleſs and groundleſs 
a Diſtinction, as to aſk whether a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
ought to be an ordinary or extraordinary Man. The 
Operation of the Holy Spirit in us ſince the Fall, is a du- 
pernatural Power, and therefore in a juſt Senſe always 
extraordinary: becauſe enabling us to be and do that, 
which the ordinary Power of fallen Nature is inſufficient 
for. But it is more or leſs reſtored to us, as we are more 
or leſs fitted to receive it. 5 
The Chriſtian Religion has not had its proper Effect, 
nor obtained its intended End, till it has ſo ſet up the 
Kingdom of God among us, that his auill is done on 
Earth, as it is done in Heawen.” 2 
This is the Perfection that every Chriſtian, when ad- 
vancing in the ſeveral Degrees of Holineſs, is to end to 
and a/pire after. And if they who are to be taught, are 
to be thus empty'd of all worldly Paſſions, thus dead to 
the Workings of -Self-will, that the Spirit of God may 
be all in all in them, what Manner of Men ought they 
to be, who are to teach, promote, advance, and lad the 
Way to this Purity and Perfection? At what a Diſtance 
ought he to be from every Appearance of Pride, that is 
to draw others to live and practiſe the profound Humility 
of the bleſſed Jeſus ? How ought he to deny his Appetites, . 
to humble his Body, and be ſteady in all Kinds of Self- 
Denial, who would convince his Flock, that zhey avho h ,“ 
to the Fleſh reap Deſtruction? How heavenly minded, how 
devoted to God, how attentive to the one Thing needfal. 


* * 


( 42.) 
how unſpotted from the World ought he to be, who is to 
perſuade others that they cannot poſſibly /erve God and 


Mammon How empty ought he to be of all ſelfiſh 


Cunning, all avor/4!y Folicy, all Arts and Methods of An- 
bition, who is to fix it deep in the Hearts of his Hearers, 


that une they become as little Children, they cannot enter 


into the Kingdom of God ? What open Hands, and open 


Heart ought he to have, what an Extent of Charity ought. 


to be viſible in him, who is to bring his Flock to this 
Faith, that it 7s more bleſſed to give than to receive? How 
remarkably, undeniably plain, open, ſincere, undeſign- 
ing, and faithful ſhould he be, who is to recommend, 


Plant, and eſtabliſh Sincerity, Plainneſs, Simplicity, 


Truth and Innocence amongſt his Flock? There is ſuch 
a neceſſary Fitneſs in theſe Things, that the Force and 
Power of Religion, muſt be much prevented, when its 
Precepts are recommended to the World by ſuch as ex- 
cuſe themſelves from the plain and open Practice of them. 
44. The Office of the Miniſtry is of the higheſt Na- 
ture; it is a Truſt which no Language can ſufficiently 


expreſs; and the unfaithful Diſcharge of it is of all Con- 


ditions in Life the moſt dreadful. To be charg'd with the 
Death and Bloods of Souls, by that God who laid down 
his Life to redeem them, is a Condemnation that will 
carry more of Guilt and Puniſhment in it than any other. 
Would you know the Office of a Chriſtian Paſtor, you 
muſt look at the Office of Chriſt, Would you know 
what Manner of Spirit he ought to be of, you muſt look 
at the Spirit of Chriſt. For the Work of the Miniſtry 
is only the Work of Chriſt committed to other Hands, who 
are to ſupply his Abſence, to be here'in his Stead, to be 
doing the fame Things, and with the ſame Spirit that he 
Gid, till the End of the World. 

Nothing is ſo highly honourable as to bear a Part in the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt, and be employ'd in the Work of 
the Miniftry, But then it ſhould be ave// confider'd, that 
it is only honourable in the /ame Senſe, as nothing is 
more honourable than to ſuffer as a Martyr. It is an Ho- 
„our that is as different from all worldly Figure and Di— 
ſtinction, as the Glory of Chriſt upon the Croſs is differ- 
ent from the Triumph of an earthly Prince. When 
therefore we think of the Honour and Dignity of * out 
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ſtoral Function, we ſhould be careful to remember, that it 
is only the Honour of dying a Martyr, an Honour of um- 
bling, abafing, and ſacrificing ourſelves with Chriſt, and 
continuing the Exerciſe of his ſuffering Prieſthood for the 
Salvation of the World. The holy Function is often 
conſider'd only as an authoritative Commiſſion to miniſter 
in holy Things. But it is much more than this. It is a 
Call and Command to act with the Spirit of Chriſt, to 
repreſent his Purity, to continue his Holineſs, to bear a 
Part of his Sacrifice and devote themſelves for the Good 
of others, as he did. A Prieſt that has only his Ordina- 
tion to diſtmguiſh him, wants as much to make him a 
true Prieſt, as Judas wanted to make him a true Apoſtle, 


For tho' Holineſs alone gives no Man a Commiſion to 
"exerciſe the Paſtoral Office. yet all who are call'd to it, 


are as much ordained and appointed to a peculiar Holineſs 
of Life, as to the Admini//ration of the Sacraments. 
45. For the ſacred Office is God's Appointment, to con- 


tinue through all Ages of the World, the Spirit and 


Power of Chriſt for reconciling Men to God in the ſame 


manner and by the /ame Means of Holineſs, Sacrifice and 


Devotion, which Chrift exerciſed when he was upon 
Earth. We need no other Proofs of this, than this one 


Saying of our Bleſſed Lord: As my Father hath [ent me, 


fo I ſend you. That is, for all the Ends for which I am 
come into the World, for all the ſame Ends I ſend you 
into it; to be there in my Stead, to ſupply my Abſence, 
to carry on the Work that I have begun, to exerciſe my 
Power, to act with my Spirit, to continue the Exerciſe 
of my Love, and Labour, and Suffering tor the Salva- 
tion of Mankind. Now to be ſent by our Bleſſed Lord 
for the ſame Ends as he was {ent into the World is ſuch 
an Appointment of us to all Kinds and Degrees of Holi- 
neſs, as can never be rightly diſcharged, but by our giving 
and devoting ourſelves wholly and abſolutely unto God. 
Imagine that you had liv'd with our Bleſſed Lord when 
he was upon Earth, that you had learn'd the Dignity and 
Divinity of his Perſon, that you had ſeen the Love which 
he bore to Mankind, tha: you had enter'd into the glo- 
rious Deſigns of his Kingdom, which was to convert the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, poor Creatures of Fleſh and 
Blood, into Sons of God and Heirs of eternal Glory. 


Imagine 
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Imagine that you had ſeen him after his Reſurrecti on, 


when he had redeem'd the World, conquer'd Sin, Death 
and Hell, and was about to take Poſſeſſion of his Throne; 


imagine that then. in that State, you had ſeen him com- 


miſſion ſome of his Followers to be Prieſts and Inter- 
ceſſors with God on Earth, as he had been, to feed and 
nouriſh, and watch over his Flock, as he had done, to 
go before them in ſuch exemplary Holineſs, ſuch Love of 


God, ſuch Compaſhon for Sinners, ſuch Contempt of the 


World, ſuch Poverty of Spirit, ſuch Obedience and Re- 
ſignation, as they had him for an Enſample. Had you 


been preſent at all this, how would you then have heard 
| and felt theſe Words, As my Father hath ſent me, ſa ſend 


I you ? \. 


46. What Sentiments of Piety, what Magnificence of 


Spirit, what exalted Holineſs, would you have expected 


of thoſe, who were call'd to ſucceed ſo great a Maſter: 


in ſo great a Work? Could you think they could be fit 


for this Office, or were enough like him that had call'd 
them to it, unleſs they had renounc'd and ſacrificd every- 
thing for the ſake of it? Could you think that any Care 


but that of the Church of God was proper for them ? 
Would you not own that the Converſion of Sinners to 


God, ought to have been their only Labour and Pains ?- 
That they were to ſeek for no other Happineſs in this 


World, than ſuch as their Lord and Maſter had done, but 
conſider themſelves as called from the common Affairs, 
Eaſe and Pleaſures of Life, to be in Chriſt's Stead towards 
the reſt of Mankind, to conduct them ſafely to eternal 
Happineſs ? Now when we conſider the Apoſtles in this 
Light, as being the firſt that were entruſted with the Care 
of Souls from Chriſt himſelf, we can ſee no Degree of Zeal, 
no Height of Piety,no Compaſſion for Sinners.no Concern 
for the Honour of God, no Contempt of Suffering, no- 
Diſregard of worldly Intereſt, noWatchings or Mortifica- 
tions, no Fervours of Devotion, to which we of the Clergy 
are not equally obliged. For the Salvation of Mankind is 
{t:]] the ſame glorious, great and neceſſary Work that it 
was, in their Days, is ſtill to be carry'd on by the ſame 
Means, and is now in the Hands of the Clergy as it was 
then in theirs, If it was their Happineſs and Glory to be 
faithful to him that call'd them, to forget the little In- 

tereſts 
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tereſts of Fleſh and Blood, and have nothing at heart, but 
the Advancement of God's Kingdom, we ſhall fail both of 
Happineſs and Glory if we ſeek it any other way. If an 
Apoſtle conſidering the Weight of reconciling Souls unto 
God, is forced to cry out, Who is ſufficient for theſe things! 
ſhall we think any Care but that which is the greateſt, ſuf- 
ficient to make us ſtand uncondemned before God ? 

47. It is a fatal Deception to imagine, that the Life of 

a Miniſter of God is ever to be a Life of Eaſe and world- 
ly Repoſe. For tho' the Temporal Sword be not always 
drawn againſt them, nor they forced to flee from one City 
to another, yet the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, have 
perhaps never ſo much Difficulty to be reſiſted, as in tem- 
poral Proſperity, nor have the Miniſters of Chriſt ever more 
Occaſion to put on all their Armour, than when theWorld 
is given up to Eaſe, and Peace, and Plenty. Swarms of Vi- 
ces ſteal in upon us in theſe Seaſons; the Spirit and Life 
of Religion is in danger of being loſt, and the Salvation of 
Souls is made more difficult, than in the moſt perillous 
Times. And how is ſuch a State of Temptation to be re- 
ſiſted, ſuch a Torrent of Vice to be ſuppreſs'd, but by the 
Clergy's ſhewing themſelves viſible and notorious Examples 
of all the contrary Virtues? When Mankind are wallowing 
in Debauchery, wantoning in Pleaſures, and given up to 
Vanity and Luxury in all Shapes, it is then the Duty of the 
faithful Miniſter, by his being crucify'd to the World to pro- 
claim himſelf aMeſſenger of a crucify d Saviour. and to make 
his own ſelf-deny ing, mortify'd, and heavenly Life, a plain, 

open, and conſtant Reproof of all vain Indulgences. 

But to proceed. To what a Height of Fanatick Mad- 
« neſs in Doctrine as well as Practice, ſays the Doctor, are 
« ſome advanced, who ſet out at firſt with an Appearance 
e of more than ordinary Sanctity only?“ Is not this call- 
ing upon the Clergy to beware, how they admit theſe Be- 
ginnings of a more than ordinary Sanctity of Life, either 
in themſelves, or thoſe committed to their Care ? Is it not 
plainly telling them, that they muſt ſtick cio and fead;- 
ty to ſuch Sanctity of Practice, as may be called ordinary, 
or elſe they will be in Fanatick Madneſs ? Nay, it is no 
Force put upon his Words, to ſuppoſe, a more than ordinary 
Sanctity in Practice only, is mark'd out at the Genuine, na- 
tural Cauſe of Fanatic Madness, and therefore the Cauſe is 
equally 
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equally condemn'd with the Effect. Had he meant that his 
Reader ſhould not have the /ame Diſſile of the one, as of 
the other, or had he been afraid of his doing fo, would he 
not have put in a Word in Favour of a more than ordinary 
Sanctity of Life? Would he not have faid, that he did not 
mtend to b/:me that, or at leaſt not /o much as the other? 
But not a word of this. A more than ordinary Sanctity in 
Practice only, and Fanatick Madneſs are conſider'd as Cauſe 
and Ef+#, and left in the ſame State of Condemnation, to = 
be equally guarded againſt, and avoided, by the Reader. ; 
48. ] can't help here addreſſing myſelf with great Aﬀec- = 
tion to all my younger Brethren of the Clergy. According 
to the Courſe of Nature, you are likely to have the Care of 
the Church wholly upon your Hands in a ſhort Time; and 
therefore it is chiefly from you that the Reſtoration of true 
Piety is to be expected in this Nation. I beſeech you, 
therefore, for your own Sakes, for the Goſpel's Sake, for 
the Sake of Mankind, to devote yourſelves wholly to the 
Love and Service of God. As you are yet but Beginners 
in this great Office, you have in your Power to make your 
Lives the greateſt Happineſs both to yourſelves and the 
whole Nation. You are enter'd into Holy Orders in dege- 
nerate Times, where Trade and Trafick have ſeized upon 
all holy 'Things ; and it will be eaſy for you without Fear 
to ſwim along with the corrupt Stream, and to look upon 
him as an Enemy, or Enthuſiaſt, that would fave you from 
being loſt in it. But think, my dear Brethren, think in- 
Time what Remorſe you are treaſuring up for yourſelves, 
if you live to J back upon a looſe, negligent, worldly, 
unedifying Life, ſpent amongſt thoſe whoſe Blood will be 
required at your Hands. 'Think, on the other hand, how 
bleſſedly your Employment will end, if by your Voices, 
your Lives, and Labours, you put a ſtop to the Overflow- 
ings of Iniquity, reſtore the Spirit of the Primitive Clergy, 
and make all your Flock bleſs, and praiſe God, for having 
ſent you amongſt them. Lay this down as an infallible 
Principle, that an entire, abſolute Renuntiation of all world- 
ly Intereſt, is the only poible Foundation of that Virtue 
which your Station requires. Without this all Attempts af- 
ter an exemplary Piety are in vain. If you want any 'Thing 
from theWorld by way of Figure and Exaltation, you ſhut 
the Power of your Redeemer out of your own Souls, and in- 
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ſtead of Converting, you corrupt the Hearts of thoſe that 


are about you. Deteſt therefore with the zt-9/? Ab horrence, 


all Deſires of making your Fortunes, either by Preferments 
or rich Marriages, and let it be your only Ambition to ſtand 
at the Top of every Virtue, as vi/tble Guides and Patterns to 
all that aſpire after the Perfection of Holineſs. Conſider 
yourſelves merely as the Meſſengers of God, that are ſole- 
ly ſent into the World, to bring the World to God. 

49. I don't call you from a /ober Uſe of human Learn- 
ing, but I would fain perſuade you to think nothing wor- 
thy of your Notice in Books and Study, but that which di- 
rely applies to the Amendment of the Heart, which makes 
ap more Holy, more divine, more heavenly, than you would 
be without it. You want nothing, but to have the Corrup- 
tion of your natural Birth removed, to have the Nature, 


Life and Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt deriv'd into you. As this is 


all that you nt, ſo let this be a// that you ſeek from 
Books, Study, or Men. I his is the only certain way to be- 


come eminent Divines, inſtructed to the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven. And above all, let me tell you that the Book of all 
Books is your oxwn Heart, in which are written and engra- 
ven the deepeſt Leſſons of divine Inſtructions. Learn 
therefore to be deeply attentive to the Preſence of God in 
your Hearts, who is always ſpeaking, always inſtructing, 
always 7//uminatiag that Heart that is attentive to him: 
And be aſſur'd of this, that ſo much as you have of inward 
Attention to God, of Lowe and Adherence to his holy Light 
and $/irit, ſo much as you have of real, unaffected Hu- 


mility and Meekneſs, ſo much as you are dead to your 


own will, ſo much as you have of Parity of Heart, ſo much 


and no more, nor any further, do you ſee and know the 


Truths of God. Theſe Virtues are the only Eyes and Ears 
and Senſes, and Heart, by which you will know and un- 
derſtand every Thing in Scripture, in that manner and in 
that degree, in which God would have it underſtood, both 
for your own Good, and the Good of other People. 

50. It was owing to this Purity of Heart, and Atten- 


dance upon God, that an ancient Widow named Auna, knew 
him to be the true Meſſiab, whom the Rulers, chief Pricfts, 


and Doctors of the Law, condemned as an Inpoſtor. Had 
they, inſtead of their Adherence to critical Knowledge and 
| rabbinica] 
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e vabbinital Learning, been devoted td God in ſuch 
Purity of Heart as ſne was, they had known as much of 
the Kingdom of God, as ſhe did Place therefore all your 
Hope and Confidence, all your learned Help and Skill, in 
the ardent Love and Practice of theſe Virtues. And then, 
and then only, you will be able Miniſters, holy Prieſts, and 
Meſſengers of God; your cleanſed Hearts, like ſo many 
purify'd Mirrors, will be always penetrated, always illumi- 
nated by the Rays of divine Light, and you will no more 
need the Criticks, to tell you what God ſpeaks to you in 
the Scriptures, Secrets and Myſteries, only fully to be known 
in God's own Time and not a Minute ſooner. But of all 
Men in the World, the critical Dealers in Words and Par- 
ticles, know the leaſt of them, and make the wainef At- 
tempts to underſtand them. | | 
Scripture conſidered as a Doctrine of Life, Faith and 
Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, is a /ealed or unſealed, an open 
or Hut up Book to every Heart, in the ſame Proportion 
as it ſtands turn'd to the World, or turn'd to God. Nothing 
underſtands God, but the Spirit of God ; Nothing brings the 
Spirit of God into any Mind but the renouncing all for it, the 
turning wholly unto it, and the depending wholly upon it. 
Human Learning is by no means to be rejected from Religi- 
on, for it is of the ſame good Uſe and Service, and af- 
fords the ſame aſſiſtance to Religion, that the Alphabet, 
Writing and Printing does. But if it is rais'd from this 
kind and degree of Aſſiſtance, if it is conſidered as a Key, 
or the Key to the Myſteries of our Redemption in len 
_ Chriſt, inftead of opening to us the Kingdom of God, it 
locks us up in our own Darkneſs. God is an all ſpeak- 
ing, all workivg, all illuminating Eſſence, Poſſeſſing the 
Depth, and bringing forth the Life of every Creature ac- 
cording to its Nature ; and when we turn from all Im- 
pediments, this divine Eſſence becomes as certainly the | 
tru2 Light of our Minds here, as it will be hereafter. * 
This is not Enthaſiaſin, but the Words of Truth and Sober- 
neſs; and it is the running away from this Enthuſiaſmm, 
that has made ſo many great Scholars as uſeleſs to the 
Church as tinkling Cymbals, and Chriſtendom a meer 
Babel of learned Confuſion. 
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